
Affiliated with The United Kennel Club, Inc., & The Hunting Retriever Club, Inc. 

Message From Your President 

PLATTE VALLEY HUNTING RETRIEVER CLUB 

Message from your President 1  

October Meeting Minutes 2 

Pups: Thinking Finished From the Very 
Beginning-Part 13 by Rich Carpenter 

 

3, 4,  

& 5 

Officer & Board Members  
Contact Information 

6 

Platte Valley & R13 Calendar 6 

  

  

NOTEñThere will be no December 

Meeting!  

November 1, 2009 
Inside this issue:  

PV OFFICERS 
President ð Mike Brockman  

Vice President ï Mike Schwan 

Treasurer ð Lee Ann Heldt 

SecretaryðBarbara Newsome 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Membership ChairðJoe Olson 

WebmasterðLee Ann Heldt 

NewsletterðBarbara Newsome 

Outreach Program Chair - 

Dave Palmstein 

HRCñConceived by Hunters for Hunters  

UUUPCOMINGPCOMINGPCOMING   EEEVENTSVENTSVENTS   

Jan 14 ð Club Elections & Meeting  

  

 

2010 Calendar on page 6!  

Feb 27ðCO Judges/Handlers Seminar  

 Instructor -John Klomp  

Feb 27 & 28ðEVHRC Upland Back -to- 
                Back Hunt.  
Mar 20ðNE Judges/Handlers Seminar  

 Instructor -Pat Johnson  

______________________________ 

SEND ME YOUR HUNTING STORIES, 
OR HUNTING PICTURES,  OR BOTH 

TO SHARE.  

www.pvhrc.com 

Nora Barth 

Harry Christiansen 

David Heldt 

Rich Jenke 

Dennis Long 

Tom Waskosky 

Hello All, 

Not much to talk about other 

than the things we have been 

training all year for, that being 

hunting. 

I hope you are getting some 

time to go hit the fields with 

your K9 Companion, your kids, 

your spouse, or just yourself. 

My younger son Lucas and I 

had a nice day in Wyoming 

hunting antelope. We were both 

successful. (Imagine thaté..we 

found antelope in Wyoming!).  I 

have spent a couple mornings at 

the East pond trying to get 

some ducks to cooperate. The 

first time I was hunting alone 

and managed to shoot 3 teal 

and 3 mallards. A couple week-

ends ago, Harry Christiansen 

and I shared the pond and we 

managed to knock a few ducks 

down as well. 

I just got back from spending a 

5 day hunting trip in South Da-

kota chasing pheasants. Dave 

Palmstein invited me along on 

his familyõs annual hunting trip 

and we were quite successful. 

The weather was very coopera-

tive and we shot quite a few 

birds.  The farmers still had 

their crops up in the field, so 

the birds were pretty scattered 

and not nearly as congregated as 

they would be if the crops had 

been harvested. I even managed 

to stomp on a skunk while 

attempting to flush what I 

thought was a bird. Maybe I 

should have taken the clue 

from Ozzie when, after his 

point into the clump of tall 

grass, he refused to òflush the 

birdó.   I will know better next 

time Oz backs away from a 

flush that I better do a bit of 

investigation before I take 

over! Dave has gotten to love 

the smell of skunk (yeah right!).  

I will include a nice picture of a 

pheasant that Ozzie flushed 

and retrieved. 

Again, I hope that you are get-

ting out in the fields with your 

critter.  Send in your stories or 

pictures for the next article of 

the newsletter. 

Training Property: We con-

tinue to look for viable training 

property. As an incentive to 

our members, if you bring con-

tact information concerning 

solid training property that 

leads to us leasing the property, 

we will give a òfinderõs feeó of 

a free year of PVHRC Mem-

bership for the next year.  We 

are very serious about finding 

decent training property, with 

nice water, here on the Front 

Range. Please try to help! 

Letõs go shoot something! 

 Mike and Ozzie 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE 26th OF EACH 

MONTH.  Materials received after the deadline will not be included.  Submissions are subject to the 

editorõs decision on inclusion and may be edited.  Opinions are those of the various authors and may not 

express the official position of the PVHRC, Inc.     Membersõ contributions and responses are en-

couraged 

Ozzie with a Green Wing Teal 

Ozzie & his pheasant 

However, to me it looks like Ozzie 

is keeping an eye on Mike to make 

sure his doesnõt flush another 

skunk! 



 In attendance -  Lee Ann Heldt, Tom Waskowski, , Mike 

Brockman, Dennis Long, David Heldt, Harry Christiansen 

Lee Ann Heldt gave treasurer report and the club is in sound financial 

condition.  $7,936.92.   Fall hunt final income is $985.78. 

Fall Hunt:  Looked at ways to save money for hunt tests, possibly use 

state wildlife areas for land except there are rules. Costs of bird boys 

are expensive. 

Bird Stewart compensation:  Yes we should continue compensation. 

Other costs that lost us moniesð Social cost us some but bird boys 

and judges were paid by us!  Raffle covered it as we made money on it!  

May need to raise the price of meals! 

Christmas Party:  Know of at least 3 from the past!  Two were at the 

Heldtõs.  One at Helgothõs.  Do we want to have one?  No, too many 

other things going on at that time of the year. 

Running Rules Proposal:  Copy in from email from Mike 

 Against change 

Lots of discussion on this one.  Pass 

Annual Meeting:  January 14, 2009 Thursday at College Hill Library 

7pm Room L107. 

Talked about having an upland fund raiser hunt! 

Mike Schwan will be hunt chair for our spring hunt!  Need Secretary .  

Possibly Nora and LeeAnn.   Spring test will be at Indian Meadows. 

Training grounds: Mike Brockman linked up with a Jeff Shaw that has 

two lots. Will get costs to Mike soon.  It is close to place on 52 that 

we used to have. 

Harry mentioned that we need to do something for Dechant owner of 

East Ponds and Maryõs Place.  Gift certificate or a gift basket at 

Christmas.   $50 to $75.  Visa card Gift Cert.      

There will be no  
November or December  

Meeting. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
for January 14 Meeting & 

Election, set 2010 calendar 
plus some Running Rules Pro-

posals to go over. 
Be sure to be there! 

October Meeting Minutes 
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Meeting Minutes 

Rats!  There arenõt 

enough hunting stories or 

pictures so there wonõt be 

a December newsletter!! 

Why didnõt you send 

some pictures?!? 



Rich Carpenter & Roux       

Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning  

Part 13 by Rich Carpenter 

Popping, Spinning, No-No 
drills and calling the young re-
triever back on blinds   I'd guess 
there is not an amateur trainer teach-
ing real blind retrieves for the first few 
times that does not worry about pop-
ping, no-goes or spinning developing.  
And when we see that first pop or two 
on a cold blind we really get nervous.   
While they are three different things, 
there is some commonality to them in 
that a lot of trainers feel that they all 
are really confidence and confusion 
related. 

There are different views of this 
early cold blind popping.  Mine is that 
real early on, I don't worry much 
about the occasional pop, particularly 
when I see it occur at a logical spot 
when a new concept, factor decision 
or extra distance is involved. I just cast 
the dog and try to show no emotion 
and then be sure I'm ready to praise 
the dog when the dog gets to the 
blind.  "Good dogging" before the 
dog completes the task, I think, is 
more apt to add confusion than bene-
fit the dog.  I prefer to save a hearty 
"Good Dog!!" for just the instant the 
dog succeeds with the full task, and 
then some fuss on the way in and at 
delivery to make it clear I'm pretty 
pleased about how things ended up. 

We won't spend much time here 
on popping other than say to expect a 
little very early on and if it's not de-
creasing as you go along, look to spe-
cifics of your training program to back 
up and get things clearer in the dog's 
mind before it becomes a problem or 
spinning starts or you get no-goes. But 
we'll talk a bit about where it doesn't 
go away or spinning develops. 

Spinning seems to me to be sort 
of the worst case of popping and can 
start right off the line and even go to 
marks as well as blinds.  There are a 
number of suggested approaches to 

dealing with spinning, including hitting 
the whistle and casting the dog back 
the opposite direction from their spin. 
Similarly some pressure the dog out of 
it.  My experience with spinning fortu-
nately has been watching it and not 
solving it.  But, I think for a first time 
trainer I'd recommend one of two 
things: 1) go get professional help or 
2) give it a minimalist treatment.  By 
that I mean I'd ignore the spinning 
and calmly give a cast, probably silent, 
when the dog is facing me. If I used 
voice with the arm cast, I'd use it qui-
etly. I'd not quit running blinds the 
first time I saw it, but I'd sure simplify 
and remove/reduce factors.  Addition-
ally I'd be watching my dog's back end 
like a hawk, as they will almost always 
telegraph when they'll start the pop/
spin.  If it's minor confusion, some-
times a calm verbal "back" before they 
fully lose momentum can keep a spin 
from developing or a pop occurring.  
Occasionally throwing a mark to a pile 
before running a blind can get a dog 
over a confidence hump on blinds.  If 
this kind of help doesn't keep spinning 
and popping from progressing, then 
I'd quit cold blinds completely back up 
to basic three-handed casting and then 
redo pile work and gradually work 
back up to cold blinds, going through 
each intervening step.  A rank amateur 
trying to solve it with force, whether 
collar or physical is more apt to com-
pound the problem than solve it, from 
what I've seen. Confusion is the cause 
and nothing better to add even more 
confusion than to punish the dog 
when it is already confused.  The mini-
malist treatment may appear to be a 
cop out.  Maybe it is, but no one is 
forced to use it.  From what I've seen 
in a lot of dogs a calm response and 
staging things to increase the rate of 
success often removes the stress and 
confusion and the popping and spin-
ning will gradually just go away.  But, 
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no promises.  Both can become 
tough to solve. 

No-goes probably most com-
monly stem from two things.  First is 
a trainer shorting the basics so the 
dog isn't clear that it always goes 
when sent.  Second is the develop-
ment of confusion on the dog's part 
of whether it should have gone for 
the blind (or marks for that matter, 
though less often occurs there).  Too 
much correction, particularly heavy-
handed, for poor initial lines, too 
much fiddling for the perfect initial 
line and too much re-calling for poor 
initial lines can result in the dog say-
ing, "Fine, I can't figure out what you 
want me to do or where you want me 
to go, so I won't go anywhere."  Simi-
larly punishment for discriminations 
finer than the dog is capable of can 
result in No-goes in the field or back 
at heel.  While we as handlers may see 
the fine slight angle back we want, in 
it's early stages of running blinds, 
most dogs cannot comprehend that 
or give the correct response.  That's 
trainer/handler error. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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becomes better at running obstacles 
and better prepared to later run some-
thing like a land tune-up drill that in-
volves going over a log at different 
angles on the various paths to the tune 
up blind locations. 

The Chair Drill would normally 
come after the dog has run a few cold 
blinds, but some teach variations ear-
lier.  I put in a real minor obstacle be-
fore I leave Force to Pile.  Most do 
not. It has to be done without han-
dling on the return at that point, so 
not recommended unless you have a 
plan that you really understand. Other-
wise you need to wait till after Double 
T if having the dog come back the 
same way is important.  If you've been 
running blinds for a while but have 
never run the Chair Drill, I'd still do it 
and it's even something worth coming 
back to now and then during a dog's 
career. 

To run the chair drill, you would 
put out a pile of dummies on ground 
with little or no features or factors.  
Keep the concept and the path simple.   
Now take a couple folding lawn chairs 
or something similar and put them on 
either side of a direct path to the pile, 
perhaps 10 or 15 yards.  Start between 
the chairs and the pile, and then move 
back to where the dog is between the 
chairs.  We want to establish clearly in 
the dog's mind a KNOWN PILE and 
a KNOWN ROUTE.  Now we start 
backing up.  Later we may bring the 
chairs closer together.  Both have the 
same effect.  We want the dog to err 
and go around. If we continue to get 
perfection, we are not far enough back 
or the chairs are too far apart. The 
minute the dog deviates to run around 
the obstacle, you blow the sit whistle, 
say "No!"  "Come" and line the dog 
back up and resend.  If the dog now 
zips through the chairs, that is great. 
We'll gradually back up or narrow the 
chairs until it does cheat to go around 
again. 

What if after several attempts the 
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dog still goes around, not through?  
Easy, we get closer to the chairs to re-
establish the desired path, or widen 
the gap. We want mostly success, and 
need to get that to teach our concept 
about the path being followed or the 
dog having to come back and try 
again.  If you are reading your dog, 
you can probably tell the difference 
between "does not compute" and 
"Oh, Hell, I'll just go around."  Re-
runs are most apt to work for the 
latter than the former.  Each dog is 
different in many ways and some will 
figure this out fairly quickly and get 
comfortable with it.  Others will take 
a little longer. For the dog that does-
n't seem to understand, you may need 
to re-establish the pile with the dog 
just beyond the chairs and at points 
back from that. 

I will handle after the dog picks 
up the dummy to come back the 
same way they went.  You may not 
care or maybe the dog doesn't handle 
well with the dummy in its mouth.  
You can ease that inclination to cheat 
on the return by having the pile 
closer to the obstacle. 

It seems to me that this, like 
most things in dog training, needs to 
be generalized, so I like to run some-
thing similar in more than one loca-
tion and with more than one obstacle.  
For example with Din besides the 
chairs, I found a 10 foot long 1"X10" 
board and laid it across two five gal-
lon buckets and then put a firewood 
stump on top of each bucket, so he 
had both an adjustable width obsta-
cle, and a need to jump the board.  
All went well in typical No-no drill 
fashion til one day he caught a foot 
and the whole thing came tumbling 
down, scaring the crap out of him.  
So, we rebuilt it with him suspiciously 
watching, shortened up, tossed a 
mark across it with him real close and 
praised and then started moving back.  
All good again, plus we got a chance 

(Continued on page 5) 
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When I say heavy-handed, I'm 
not suggesting borderline abusive cor-
rections (there is no room for that in a 
training program), but more I'm refer-
ring to a level of correction that the 
dog can't easily accept and digest in 
the context its administered.  And 
that's true of the Amish trainer and 
the e-collar trainer.  But the collar is so 
much faster that incorrect application 
and poor timing can work disaster in a 
heartbeat and you never know it at the 
time and may never know when it oc-
curred.  Dogs seldom act intentionally 
to frustrate us, but they often appear 
to think, not think or understand 
things in a different way than we do.  
That's always good to keep in mind 
when corrections are administered.    
Always good to remember we've got a 
whole arsenal of corrections to choose 
the appropriate one from at any given 
time. 

Naturally all this means learning 
to read our dogs and, hopefully, if we 
are working on teaching finished skills, 
we've learned to figure out when 
things are going well or not well and 
what the dog's frame of mind is. 

Well, as usual, I digress, though 
it's all related.  But let's get back to no-
goes.  I think No-No drills are just 
critical for a young dog learning to run 
blinds and to help avoid no-goes and 
even to help keep enthusiasm up on 
running early blinds.  There is nothing 
magic about setting them up and they 
can be a variety of specific set ups.  
Probably the most common is the 
Chair Drill.  If you are an e-collar 
trainer, these No-No drills are run 
without using the collar. 

A No-No drill's main reason is to 
teach the dog to comfortably have 
their run to the dummy interrupted 
and be resent.  It seems to really help 
the dog understand that it is being 
called back because it did not go the 
right direction, not because it should-
n't have gone.  An added, though not 
insignificant, benefit is that the dog 



wrong and then drop a load of bricks 
on it physically or electrically.  Lardy 
wants the dog involved in the decision 
to do right, not fearful of doing 
wrong.  We tend to think correction, 
but really what we want to do is inter-
vene.  We may intervene with more 
information or with simplification. If 
we get the desired behavioral change, 
that is great. Maybe we decide we 
moved ahead too fast and back up.  
Or we correct at a very minor level.  
That may be an "Ah ah," a quiet "no," 
attrition (a wonderful correctional tool 
that is low stress and often very effec-
tive.  A callback like on a Chair Drill is 
a correction.  And we may need to 
escalate further with a nick or burn 
that may increase if we are seeing the 
bit being grabbed in the dog's teeth, 
rather than the dog not understanding.  
If you have the Lardy tapes go to the 
Advanced tape and watch him only 
help a dog that is way farther off line 
to the water blind than the next dog 
where the opening intervention is a 
harsh burn.  Difference?  First dog is 
trying to shoulder into the crosswind 
and waves and miscalculates how 
much to crab.  Second dog knows ex-
actly how to fight the factors, but 
looks correctly and then immediately 
deviates to cheat.  It just plain lied.  
Reading the dog is so important.  Two 
years from now, with a lot more ex-
perience under his belt, Din might 
have gotten a Tweet-Nick-Tweet indi-
rect pressure correction in the previ-
ous example, rather than a gentle ver-
bal chastising, before being brought 
back to do it right. 

Again each dog is different and if 
it's your first go-round teaching blind 
retrieves, you will probably learn a lot 
and you'll occasionally create yourself 
problems by not reading correctly, if 
you are reading at all.  Momentum, 
attitude, confidence, call it what you 
want, it's critical to getting the most 
out of your retriever so strive to un-
derstand and read your dog so you can 
keep it learning at the most appropri-

ate speed.  It's important that the dog 
enjoy what it's doing, so that it is try-
ing.   A few years ago Dennis Voigt, 
one of the editors of Retrievers Online 
wrote an article "Finding the Try."  It 
was a great article and I think was re-
printed with permission in this news-
letter.  It was about recognizing and 
rewarding when a retriever is trying, 
even if they are not 100% successful.  
That is a great magazine for training. 

Note:  I told Editor Barb that I'd 

keep this series going until I had Din 

running Finished tests, hopefully some 

time late spring or early summer.  

There's a whole lot to pour into a 

fuzzy puppy noggin before they are 

really ready to run Finished so should 

find enough to blather on about for a 

few more months.  I'm certainly no 

expert retriever trainer, but if some of 

you that haven't done advanced train-

ing before with your dogs and are hav-

ing challenges getting your dog to Sea-

soned or Finished and have something 

you'd like me to try to address in one 

of these articles, let me know.  I'll give 

it a try if it's something I might have 

some ideas about.  You can email me 

at rich@theriverbottom.com.   Mean-

while, somebody get up north and 

shoo those ducks down.  Din needs 

some more on-the-job training and 

season is about to open up again out 

east!  Hunting and being afield with 

my dog is what I wait, dream and train 

for.  I love it!  

 

 

Page 5  PLATTE  VALLEY  HUNTING  RETRIEVER  CLUB  NEWSLETTER  

to deal with things not going at all ac-
cording to plan and still getting the 
eggs back in the basket unbroken, so 
we could continue our journey on a 
positive note. 

Again, it's a very useful drill and I 
think useful in helping a re-call and re-
send become an important tool in 
your blind running training toolbox.  
Last week I was running Din on a 
tune-up blind I call the Goal Post as it 
is a water blind with two trees close 
together at the end of some sparse 
cattails that follow an angle entry.  It is 
not far from where we'd run some 
other tune-ups more recently and as I 
lined him up for the Goal Posts, I 
could see he had a different destina-
tion in mind.  I quietly said "no" and 
relined him for the blind at hand and 
sent him.  He immediately diverted to 
his original target.  Tweet. "Ah! That's 
not gonna work," I told him.  I'd 
caught him with his hand in the 
cookie jar clean up to the elbow, and 
he knew it. "NO!"  "Come."  Again, 
"dead bird" cue and positioned him on 
course to the goal posts and "Back."  
He lined it. Much praise.  It was a cor-
rection for Din and an effective one, 
though there was neither e-collar ap-
plication nor riding crop.  From the 
No-Noes he'd run, he knew why he 
was coming back to try again. He was 
practically on his way back before the 
"come."  And there was no loss of 
enthusiasm and velocity as he headed 
the correct direction.  To me it shows 
the value of No-Noes and Tune-up 
blinds. 

Frying a young dog's butt, pound-
ing on them or screaming at them in 
this situation probably will not only 
have less effect, but could create a No-
go. 

The program I follow (Lardy) is 
big on the trainer intervening as soon 
as there are signs the dog is not going 
the correct direction (or making some 
other error) rather than the old school 
approach of letting the dog get way 

(Continued from page 4) 
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2010 Calendar  

FREE MEMBERSHIP!! 

We are always looking for  
additional training grounds.  As an  

incentive to members, if you bring  
contact information concerning solid 

training property that leads to us  
leasing the property, you will receive 

a ñfinderôs feeò of a free year of 
PVHRC Membership for next year! 

Contact any of the PV Officers and 
Board with contact information. 

  Legend:  Approved R13 Hunt Tests 
               Tentative R13 Hunt Tests 
               Other Events,   PV Events 

 

Jan 14 PV Club Meeting and Elections  

Feb 27 Judges/Handlers Seminar 
Denver Area, Presenter John Klomp FR 

 

Feb 27&28 Elkhorn Valley Back-to-Back Upland Hunt 
Norfolk, NE 

 

Mar 6 & 7 Central Rockies Back-to-Back Upland Hunt 
Colorado 

 

March 20 Judges/handlers Seminar 
Nebraska, Presenter Pat Johnson FR 

 

Apr 4 Easter Sunday  

Apr 10 &11 Salt Valley Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Lincoln, NE 

 

Apr 17 &18 Platte River Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
North Platte, NE 

 

Apr 16-21 Spring Grand 
Amite River HRC, Baton Rouge, LA 

 

May 1 & 2 Great Plains Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Kearny, NE 

 

May 9 Motherôs Day  

May 14 Regional Meeting, Open to all HRC R13 Mem-
bers, Snyder, CO 

 

May 15&16 Platte Valley Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Snyder, CO 

 

May 22&23 Southern Colorado Back-to-Back Reg Hunt 
Colorado 

 

May 31 Memorial Day  

Jun 5 & 6 Hidden Pines Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Cheyenne, Wy 

 

Jun 10-13 National BOD Meeting 
Memphis, TN 

 

Jun 19&20 Panhandle Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Bridgeport, NE 

 

Jun 20 Fatherôs Day  

Jun 26&27 Laramie Peak Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Douglas, WY 

 

Jul 4 Independence Day  

Jul 17&18 Arkansas Valley Back-to-Back Reg Hunt 
Lamar, CO 

 

Aug 7 & 8 Platte Valley Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Colorado 

 

Aug14&15 Western Colorado Back-to-Back Reg Hunt 
Rifle, Co 

 

Aug21&22 Elkhorn Valley Back-to-Back Reg Hunt 
Norfolk, NE 

 

Sep 6 Labor Day  

Sep11&12 Roadrunner Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
New Mexico 

 


