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Hello All,

Not much to talk about other
than the things we have beel
training all year for, that beini
hunting.

| hope you are getting some
time to go hit the fields with

your K9 Companion, your kic
your spouse, or just yourself|

My younger son Lucas and |
had a nice day in Wyoming
hunting antelope. We were b
successful (
found antelope in Wyoming!)
have spent a couple morning
the East pond trying to get
some ducks to cooperate. Tt
first time | was hunting alone
and managed to shoot 3 teal
and 3 mallards. A couple we!
ends ago, Harry Christianser
and | shared the pond and w
managed to knock a few duc
down as well.

| just got back from spending
5 day hunting trip in South D;
kota chasing pheasants. Day
Palmstein invited me along o
his familyds
and we were quite successfu
The weather was very coope
tive and we shot quite a few
birds. The farmers still had
their crops up in the field, so
the birds were pretty scattere
and not nearly as congregate
they would be if the crops ha
been harvested. | even mang

to stomp on a skunk while
attempting to flush what |
thought was a bird. Maybe |
should have taken the clue
from Ozzie when, after his
point into the clump of tall
grass, he ref
birdo. I owill
time Oz backs away from a
flush that | better do a bit of
investigation before | take
over! Dave has gotten to lov
the smell of skunk (yeah right/}
I will include a nice picture of &
pheasant that Ozzie flushed
and retrieved.

Al

g Teal

Again, | hope that you are gé
ting out in the fields with you
critter. Send in your stories
pictures for the next article @
the newsletter.

Training Property: We con- [*
tinue to look for viable trainir
property. As an incentive to |
our members, if you bring cq
tact information concerning
solid training property that
leads to us leasing the propg
we will give
a free year of PVHRC Mem
bership for the next year. W
are very serious about findin’"
decent training property, wit
nice water, here on the Fronj .
Range. Please try to help!

go
Mike and Ozzie

Ozzie & his pheasant

ﬁow%vt-a, rtﬂ Qe itHopkﬁIi e!Ozzie

Is keeping an eye on Mike to make
sure his doesndt

skunk!

Let ds shoo

Membership Chaird Joe Olson
Webmasterd Lee Ann Heldt
Newsletterd Barbara Newsome
Outreach Program Chair -
Dave Palmstein

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE 26th OF EACH

editords

deci sion

MONTH. Materials received after the deadline will not be included. Submissions are subject § the
on inclusion and may be dit
contributionsl| and

express the official position of the PVHRC, Indde mb e r s &

couraged
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October Meeting Minutes

In attendance - Lee Ann Heldt, Tom Waskowski, , Mike
Brockman, Dennis Long, David Heldt, Harry Christiansen

Lee Ann Heldt gave treasurer report and the club is in sound fin
condition. $7,936.92. Fall hunt final income is $985.78.

Fall Hunt: Looked at ways to save money for hunt tests, possib,
state wildlife areas for land except there are rules. Costs of bird
are expensive.

Bird Stewart compensation: Yes we should continue compensa

Other costs that lost us mori&ncial cost us some but bird boys
and judges were paid by us! Raffle covered it as we made mon
May need to raise the price of meals!

Christmas Party: Know of at least 3 from the past! Two were a;
Hel dt ds. One at Hel got hds.
other things going on at that time of the year.

Running Rules Proposal: Copy in from email from Mike

Against change
Lots of discussion on this one. Pass

Annual Meeting: January 14, 2009 Thursday at College Hill Lib
7pm Room L107.

Talked about having an upland fund raiser hunt!

Mike Schwan will be hunt chair for our spring hunt! Need Secre
Possibly Nora and LeeAnn. Spring test will be at Indian Meada

Training grounds: Mike Brockman linked up with a Jeff Shaw th
two lots. Will get costs to Mike soon. It is close to place on 52 tl
we used to have.

Harry mentioned that we need to do something for Dechant owr
East Ponds and Maryds Pl ace.
Christmas. $50 to $75. Visa card Gift Cert.

There will be no
November or December
Meeting.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
for January 14 Meeting &
FElection, set 2010 calendar
plus some Running Rules Pro-
posals to go over.

Be sure to be there!
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/Rats! Th}i

enough hunting stories or
pictures so
a December newsletter!!

<

Why d jod send t

some pictures?!?
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Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning
Part 13
Popping, Spinning, No-No

by Rich Carpenter
dealing with spinning, including hit
drills and calling the young re- the whistle and casting the dog ba
triever back on blinds 1'd guess the opposite direction from their sg
there is not an amateur trainer teachSimilarly some pressure the dog o
ing real blind retrieves for the first feit. My experience with spinning fo
times that does not worry about pap-nately has been watching it and nd
ping, negoes or spinning developingsolving it. But, | think for a first tim
And when we see that first pop or fwtrainer I'd recommend one of two
on a cold blind we really get nervousthings: 1) go get professional help
While they are three different things,2) give it a minimalist treatment.
there is some commonality to them ithat | mean I'd ignore the spinning
that a lot of trainers feel that they all and calmly give a cast, probably s
are really confidence and confusion when the dog is facing me. If | use
related. voice with the arm cast, I'd use it g

There are different views of this Etly- 'd not quit running blinds the

: : A first time | saw it, but I'd sure simp
early cold blind popping. Mineis t ’ '
realyearly on. | d%nﬁ)tpwc?rry much and remove/reduce factors. Addit

about the occasional pop, particular/@lly I'd be watching my dog’s back
when | see it occur at a logical spat like a hawk, as they will almost alw

when a new concept, factor decisipnt€/€9raph when they'll start the poy

or extra distance is involved. | just|cSPiN- If its minor confusion, some

the dog and try to show no emotio ‘times a calm verbal "back" before
and then be sure I'm ready to praigefully 10S€ momentum can keep a s

the dog when the dog gets to the from d_eveloping ora pop oceurring
blind. "Good dogging" before the OccaS|onaII_y throw_lng amark to a
dog completes the task, | think, is | P&fore running a blind can get a d¢
more apt to add confusion than beneQVer & confidence hump on blinds,
fit the dog. | prefer to save a hearty thiS kind of help doesn't keep spin
"Good Dog!!" for just the instant the 21d POPpIng from progressing, the

dog succeeds with the full task, and |'d auit cold blinds completely back
then some fuss on the way in and {to basic threbanded casting and th

delivery to make it clear I'm pretty | €d0 pile work and gradually work

pleased about how things ended p.baCk up to COI.d blinds, going throu
each intervening step. A rank amg

We won't spend much time hefretrying to solve it with force, whethe
on popping other than say to expeftcollar or physical is more apt to co
little very early on and if it's not de pound the problem than solve it, fr
creasing as you go along, 100k to $pyhat I've seen. Confusion is the ca
cifics of your training program to bacang nothing better to add even mg
up and get things clearer in the dog"confusion than to punish the dog
mind before it becomes a problem|owhen it is already confused. The 1
spinning starts or you getgoes. But mglist treatment may appear to be
we'll talk a bit about where it does tcop out. Maybe it is, but no one is
go away or spinning develops. forced to use it. From what I've se

Spinning seems to me to be sprin a lot of dogs a calm response af
of the worst case of popping and darstaging things to increase the rate
start right off the line and even go fosuccess often removes the stress
marks as well as blinds. There are ¢confusion and the popping and sp
number of suggested approaches toning will gradually just go away. 4
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Rich Carpenter & Roux

0é when we see that fi
if¥e really get nervous. While they are three diff

ONt hi ngs, there i % some
end

“no promises. Both can become
tough to solve.

i No-goes probably most com-

p monly stem from two things. First is

j. a trainer shorting the basics so the

r dog isn't clear that it always goes

(when sent. Second is the develop-
ment of confusion on the dog's part

hi of whether it should have gone for

r the blind (or marks for that matter,
though less often occurs there). Too

¢ much correction, particularly heavy
handed, for poor initial lines, too

g much fiddling for the perfect initial

it line and too much +&alling for poor

r initial lines can result in the dog say-

h ing, "Fine, | can't figure out what you

p want me to do or where you want me

11 to go, so | won't go anywhere." Simi-

r larly punishment for discriminations
finer than the dog is capable of can

n result in Negoes in the field or back

;at heel. While we as handlers may see
the fine slight angle back we want, in

e it's early stages of running blinds,

1 most dogs cannot comprehend that

c or give the correct response. That's

n trainer/handler error.

r

L

A
=

(Continued on pae
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When | say heaxhanded, I'm
not suggesting borderline abusive
rections (there is no room for that i
training program), but more I'm ref
ring to a level of correction that th
dog can't easily accept and digest
the context its administered. And
that's true of the Amish trainer an
the ecollar trainer. But the collar i

much faster that incorrect applicatio

and poor timing can work disaster
heartbeat and you never know it a
time and may never know when it
curred. Dogs seldom act intention
to frustrate us, but they often app
to think, not think or understand
things in a different way than we d
That's always good to keep in min
when corrections are administere
Always good to remember we've
whole arsenal of corrections to ch
the appropriate one from at any gi
time.

Naturally all this means learni
to read our dogs and, hopefully, if
are working on teaching finished s
we've learned to figure out when
things are going well or not well an
what the dog's frame of mind is.

Well, as usual, | digress, thoug
it's all related. But let's get back tg
goes. | think Neé\No drills are just
critical for a young dog learning to
blinds and to help avoid4goes and
even to help keep enthusiasm up ¢
running early blinds. There is noth
magic about setting them up and t

can be a variety of specific set ups.

Probably the most common is the
Chair Drill. If you are anallar
trainer, these Nblo drills are run
without using the collar.

A No-No drill's main reason is
teach the dog to comfortably have
their run to the dummy interrupted
and be resent. It seems to really H
the dog understand that it is being
called back because it did not go t

becomes better at running obstacl
cand better prepared to later run so
n tning like a land tungp drill that in-
rvolves going over a log at different
angles on the various paths to the
inup blind locations.

E dog still goes around, not through?

' Easy, we get closer to the chairs-to re
establish the desired path, or widen
the gap. We want mostly success, and

t need to get that to teach our concept
about the path being followed or the
dog having to come back and try

cagain. If you are reading your dog,

¢ you can probably tell the difference

h between "does not compute” and

"Oh, Hell, I'll just go around.” Re-

runs are most apt to work for the

latter than the former. Each dog is

The Chair Drill would normally

come after the dog has run a few (¢
SRlinds, but some teach variations &
Offier. | put in a real minor obstacle
N{Bre | leave Force to Pile. Most do
tht. It has to be done without han-
%dling on the return at that point, so
Mot recommended unless you have different in many ways and some will
@'plan that you really understand. Oft figure this out fairly quickly and get
wise you need to wait till after Doup comfortable with it. Others will take
‘T if having the dog come back the| a little longer. For the dog that does-
same way is important. If you've He n't seem to understand, you may need
* running blinds for a while but have| to re-establish the pile with the dog
Obfbver run the Chair Drill, I'd still dof ijust beyond the chairs and at points
O3fd it's even something worth com)i back from that.
€Back to now and then during a dog"

career.

| will handle after the dog picks

up the dummy to come back the
d same way they went. You may not
V\{%%u ( care or maybe the dog doesn't handle
KillSith little or no features or factors.| well with the dummy in its mouth.

Keep the concept and the path sim You can ease that inclination to cheat
dNow take a couple folding lawn cha on the return by having the pile
or something similar and put them|c closer to the obstacle.
INeither side of a direct path to the pjl It seems to me that this, like

nﬁerhapg 10 or 15 yards. Start betW most things in dog training, needs to
the chairs and the pile, and then mc pe generalized, so | like to run some-
ack to where the dog is between Il thing similar in more than one loca-
| chairs. We want to establish clear) tion and with more than one obstacle.
ingle dog's mind a KNOWN PILE anc For example with Din besides the
& KNOWN ROUTE. Now we start| chairs, | found a 10 foot long 1"X10"
eé{ac!qng up. Later we may bring the poard and laid it across two five gal-
chairs closer together. Both have It |on buckets and then put a firewood
same effect. We want the dog 0 €I stymp on top of each bucket, so he
and go around. If we continue to g had both an adjustable width obsta-
perfection, we are not far enough bicle. and a need to jump the board.
or the chairs are too far apart. The| ajl went well in typical Noo drill
tominute the dog deviates to run arou fashion til one day he caught a foot
the obstacle, you blow the sit whistl 3nd the whole thing came tumbling
say "No!" "Come" and line the dog gown, scaring the crap out of him.
elpack up and resend. If the dog no\ 5o, we rebuilt it with him suspiciously
zips through the chairs, that is grea \yatching, shortened up, tossed a

9 To run the chair drill, you woul

t out a pile of dummies on grour

=

right direction, not because it shou
n't have gone. An added, though I
insignificant, benefit is that the dodg

neWe'll gradually back up or narrow {t mark across it with him real close and
Idehairs until it does cheat to go arolil prajsed and then started moving back.
noagain. All good again, plus we got a chance

What if after several attempts i (Continued on page

Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning/i Part 13
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(Continued from pdye

to deal with things not going at all
cording to plan and still getting the
eggs back in the basket unbroken,

we could continue our journey on & wrong. We tend to think correction,wrote an article "Finding the Try."

positive note.

Again, it's a very useful drill ar
think useful in helping a-call and re
send become an important tool in
your blind running training toolbox
Last week | was running Din on a
tuneup blind | call the Goal Post aj
is a water blind with two trees clos
together at the end of some sparsg
cattails that follow an angle entry.
not far from where we'd run some

lined him up for the Goal Posts, |
could see he had a different destin
tion in mind. | quietly said "no" an(
relined him for the blind at hand ar]
sent him. He immediately diverted
his original target. Tweet. "Ah! Th
not gonna work," | told him. I'd

caught him with his hand in the

cookie jar clean up to the elbow, a
he knew it. "NO!" "Come." Again,
"dead bird" cue and positioned hin
course to the goal posts and "Bach

5
e o :
, attrition (a wonderful correctional t

"

other tuneups more recently and ag 2 correction. And we may need to

athat may increase if we are seeing
y bit being grabbed in the dog's teet

Lrrddvanced tape and watch him onl)

wrong and then drop a load of brickate speed. It's important that the ¢
acon it physically or electrically. Largenjoy what it's doing, so that it is tr
wants the dog involved in the decising. A few years ago Dennis Void

st do right, not fearful of doing

but really what we want to do is in
dYyene. We may intervene with mor
information or with simplification. I
we get the desired behavioral chaf
that is great. Maybe we decide we
moved ahead too fast and back up

That may be an "Ah ah,"” a quiet "n

ittat is low stress and often very ef
tive. A callback like on a Chair Dri

escalate further with a nick or burn
grather than the dog not understanc
t¢f you have the Lardy tapes go to t

help a dog that is way farther off i
to the water blind than the next do

Hgvhere the opening intervention is a

harsh burn. Difference? First dog

L~fuch to crab. Second dog knows

He lined it. Much praise. It was a ¢of?

rection for Din and an effective ong
though there was neithecalar ap-
plication nor riding crop. From the
No-Noes he'd run, he knew why hé
was coming back to try again. He
practically on his way back before
"come."” And there was no loss of
enthusiasm and velocity as he heg
the correct direction. To me it sho
the value of NéNoes and Tunep
blinds.

Frying a young dog's butt, pound-

ing on them or screaming at them
this situation probably will not only
have less effect, but could create 4
go.

The program | follow (Lardy) ig
big on the trainer intervening as sd
as there are signs the dog is not g
the correct direction (or making so
other error) rather than the old sch
approach of letting the dog get wa

"

L actly how to fight the factors, but

. Reading the dog is so important.

vaka ; O
thaerience under his belt, Din might

d&gCt pressure correction in the pre

[yous example, rather than a gentle

bal chastising, before being broug

back to do it right.

Again each dog is different an

nit's your first ggound teaching bling
retrieves, you will probably learn a

NG .
problems by not reading correctly,

DiffiR

ior we correct at a very minor level.

\ dfying to shoulder into the crosswir
wand waves and miscalculates how

" looks correctly and then immediate
deviates to cheat. It just plain lied
ars from now, with a lot more ex

have gotten a Tweltick-Tweet indi-

d you'll occasionally create your

. you are reading at all. Momentum
ofttitude, confidence, call it what yo
nt, it's critical to getting the mos
ma&ut of your retriever so strive to un
odlerstand and read your dog so yol
’ keep it learning at the most approf

one of the editors dtetrievers Onlir

ewas a great article and | think was
eprinted with permission in this new
letter. It was about recognizing an
nrewarding when a retriever is tryin
even if they are not 100% success
.That is a great magazine for trainir

Note: | told Editor Barb that I'c
ckeep this series going until | had D
f(running Finished tests, hopefully s
jtime late spring or early summer.
There's a whole lot to pour into a
fuzzy puppy noggin before they ar
ireally ready to run Finished so sha
nfind enough to blather on about for
ifew more months. I'm certainly no
hexpert retriever trainer, but if some
you that haven't done advanced tr
]'ing before with your dogs and are
ging challenges getting your dog to
isoned or Finished and have some
gou'd like me to try to address in o
of these articles, let me know. I'll g
¢it a try if it's something | might hav
some ideas about. You can email
latrich@theriverbottom.com Mean-
while, somebody get up north and
['shoo those ducks down. Din need
'some more othejob training and
season is about to open up again
ieast! Hunting and being afield wit
,my dog is what | wait, dream and t
hfor. | love it!
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This newsletter is published monthly by th

Platte Valley Hunting Retriever Club. All

rights reserved by the authors. For permisgion to
reprint, contact the editor. Permission will gor-
mally be granted faramemercial use, with

proper credit to Platte Valley HRC Newsletfer
and the author. Unless a different author i

noted, the editor writes all materials.

FREE MEMBERSHIP!!

We are always looking for
additional training grounds. As an
incentive to members, if you bring

contact information concerning solid
training property that leads to us

leasing the property, you will receive
a Afinderdos feedo of a

PVHRC Membership for next year!

Contact any of the PV Officers and
Board with contact information.

May 31 Memorial Day
Jun 5 & 6 |Hidden Pines Back-to-Back Regular Hunt

Cheyenne, Wy

Jun 10-13 |National BOD Meeting

Memphis, TN
Jun 19&20|Panhandle Back-to-Back Regular Hunt
Bridgeport, NE

Jun 20 Fat herds Day

Jun 26&27|Laramie Peak Back-to-Back Regular Hunt
Douglas, WY

Jul 4 Independence Day
Jul 17&18 |Arkansas Valley Back-to-Back Reg Hunt

Lamar, CO

Aug 7 & 8 |Platte Valley Back-to-Back Regular Hunt
Colorado

Aug14&15|Western Colorado Back-to-Back Reg Hunt
Rifle, Co

Aug218&22 |Elkhorn Valley Back-to-Back Reg Hunt

Norfolk, NE

Sep 6 Labor Day

2010 Calendar
Legend: Approved R13 Hunt Tests
Tentative R13 Hunt Tests
Other Events, PV Events

Jan 14 PV Club Meeting and Elections

Feb 27 Judges/Handlers Seminar
Denver Area, Presenter John Klomp FR

Feb 27&28 |Elkhorn Valley Back-to-Back Upland Hunt
Norfolk, NE

Mar 6 & 7 |Central Rockies Back-to-Back Upland Hunt
Colorado

March 20 |Judges/handlers Seminar
Nebraska, Presenter Pat Johnson FR

Apr4 Easter Sunday

Apr 10 &11 | Salt Valley Back-to-Back Regular Hunt
Lincoln, NE

Apr 17 &18 | Platte River Back-to-Back Regular Hunt
North Platte, NE

Apr 16-21 |Spring Grand
Amite River HRC, Baton Rouge, LA

May 1 & 2 |Great Plains Back-to-Back Regular Hunt
Kearny, NE

May 9 Mot her d6s Day

May 14 Regional Meeting, Open to all HRC R13 Mem-
bers, Snyder, CO

May 15&16 |Platte Valley Back-to-Back Regular Hunt
Snyder, CO

May 22&23 | Southern Colorado Back-to-Back Reg Hunt
Colorado

Sep11&12 |Roadrunner Back-to-Back Regular Hunt
New Mexico




