
Affiliated with The United Kennel Club, Inc., & The Hunting Retriever Club, Inc. 

Message From Your President 

P LATTE  V ALLEY  H UNTING  R ETRIEVER  CLUB  

Message from your President 1  

Pups: Thinking Finished From the Very 
Beginning-Part 12 by Rich Carpenter 

2,3,&4 

Rich & DinñHR Title 5 

Officer & Board Members  
Contact Information 

5 

Platte Valley & R13 Calendar 5 

Directions to Maryôs Place 5 

  

NOTE ñThere are no meeting minutes 

because there was no September meeting  

October 1, 2009  
Inside this issue:   

PV OFFICERS  
President ð Mike Brockman  

Vice President ï Mike Schwan  

Treasurer ð Lee Ann Heldt  

Secretary ðBarbara Newsome  

BOARD MEMBERS  

Membership Chair ðJoe Olson  

Webmaster ðLee Ann Heldt  

Newsletter ðBarbara Newsome  

Outreach Program Chair -  

Dave Palmstein  

HRCñConceived by Hunters for Hunters  

UUUPCOMINGPCOMINGPCOMING   EEEVENTSVENTSVENTS   

Oct 06ðClub Meeting  

  

 

2010 

Feb 27ðCO Judges/Handlers Seminar  

 Instructor -John Klomp  

Mar 20ðNE Judges/Handlers Seminar  

 Instructor -Pat Johnson  

______________________________ 

 

SEND ME YOUR HUNTING STORIES, 
OR HUNTING PICTURES,  OR BOTH 

TO SHARE.  

Mike & Ozzie 

www.pvhrc.com 

Nora Barth  

Harry Christiansen  

David Heldt  

Rich Jenke  

Dennis Long  

Tom Waskosky  

Hello All, 
 The 2009 hunt test 
season is now over in Region 
13. I hope you all had a good 
time preparing your dogs for 
hunting and along the way 
possibly picked up a few rib-
bons at the local hunt tests. 
 Ozzie and I recently 
got back from the Roadrunner 
HRC test at the Bosque del 
Apache National Wildlife Ref-
uge near Socorro, NM. The 
tests were realistic and the 
weather was very cooperative. 
There were not very many en-
tries from Colorado (5 total).  
Ozzie passed both days in Fin-
ished which puts him closer to 
our own goal.  The best part 
was that Mike Shanahan, the 
disabled fellow from Monte 
Vista, passed on Sunday. Sun-
dayõs test was the last chance 
for him to pass a test in 2009 in 
R13. This pass got him his 
HRCH title! It was really cool 
to see a guy that is disabled and 
who lives nowhere near a solid 
training group persevere 
through all of his obstacles and 
make it to his goal. You could-
nõt have beaten the grin off his 
face with an axe when he got 
his Title ribbon.  He should be 
an inspiration to all of us who 
make excuses about our situa-
tions getting in the way of 
training our dogs. 
 I hope you all get a 
chance (many chances!) to get 
out and go hunting this season 
and use your dog what it was 

bred and trained for.  Although 
Ozzie wasnõt much help last 
weekend in Wyoming during 
Lucas and my antelope hunt, 
he sure was ready to go when 
we gathered up our guns and 
hunting gear and loaded the 
truck.  The hunting part is 
where HRC came from and 
continues to need to be 
grounded there. 
 Congratulations to 
Rich Carpenter and Din! Din 
got his 3rd Seasoned pass at 
Elkhorn Valleyõs hunt test and 
with such earned his òHunting 
Retrieveró title.  Way to go 
Rich and Din! 
 Training Property: 
We continue to look for viable 
training property. As an incen-
tive to our members, if you 
bring contact information con-
cerning solid training property 
that leads to us leasing the 
property, we will give a 
òfinderõs feeó of a free year of 
PVHRC Membership for the 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE 26th OF EACH 

MONTH.  Materials received after the deadline will not be included.  Submissions are subject to the 

editorõs decision on inclusion and may be edited.  Opinions are those of the various authors and may not 

express the official position of the PVHRC, Inc.     Membersõ contributions and responses are en-

couraged 

next year.  We are very seri-
ous about finding decent 
training property, with nice 
water, here on the Front 
Range. Please try to help! 
Letõs go shoot something! 

Mike and Ozzie 

HEY!!!!  

Now that the Hunt 

Test Season is over, we 

need your hunting 

pictures or  

stories for the  

newsletter!  



Rich Carpenter & Roux       

Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning  

Part 12 by Rich Carpenter 

Working To Establish Finished 
Hunting Skills   Well, "finished" can mean 
the Finished level or it can mean a retriever 
through advanced training.  This month lets 
look at a few things related to getting that 
young dog advancing toward a finished level 
out in the hunting fields and marshes.  Even 
though hunt tests are a bunch of fun to run 
I suspect the reason 99% of us have a re-
triever and work hard to train it and run 
hunt tests is to prepare the dog for hunting. 

There are several components of 
getting solid hunting performance from a 
young dog.  There are some things that we 
can do in training and some things we can 
do in hunting situations that really are train-
ing.  Then there is the part that, for lack of a 
better term, many of us call "hunting savvy." 

The biggest thing we can do to end 
up with a savvy retriever in the uplands and 
in the waterfowl fields and blinds is to get 
the dog all the hunting opportunities they 
are ready for as soon as you can.  We'll 
come back to this later. 

There are different ways to ap-
proach getting a hunting retriever with truly 
finished skills.  I'm not about to tell you this 
is the way, as different people have different 
priorities and approaches to getting to hunt 
with their dog.  It's not uncommon (or 
wrong) to expect steady in tests and let the 
dog break out hunting.  An experienced dog 
can differentiate, though it is a little more 
challenge.  But let me tell you as bluntly as I 
can, you can far easier begin to allow devia-
tions from a standard than you can trying to 
establish a standard after a habit of breaking 
has begun.  Don't ask me how I know. 

So, I'd encourage you, that even if 
you intend to let your dog go without re-
lease as the duck goes down or as the pheas-
ant goes up, to give some serious thought to 
the training and hunting introduction that 
will give you the control to have the dog 
steady in both situations.  Then grant the 
dog freedom as you will, but if you need to 
stop the dog you can.  With my first HRCH 
dog, Amos, I didn't have that, and had it not 
been for an alert Nebraska farmer on a 
gravel road, the breaking dog heading for 
the rooster lying dead in the middle of the 
road would be dead.  Made a real impression 
on me for subsequent dogs.  Anyway, my 
choice is to hunt the way I test, i.e., Finished 
steady for waterfowl and steady to wing and 

shot on uplandé. always.   You do as you 
will.  But I think getting to that standard 
first and then deviating from it to hunt as 
you choose will pay you major dividends. 

Steady   Be ready to do what you 
need in the blind to be sure your dog is 
steady for the first birds shot for them.  Tie 
the dog or have someone else shoot if you 
will, but never let them know it's not busi-
ness as usual and soon you can pretty much 
ignore the dog and tend to your shooting.  
Din's first real hunting trip was this Sept to 
SD for Doves.  The opening morning my 
shotgun was leaning against a tree behind us 
and I handled Din as Bill shot the birds for 
him.  HRC training and Seasoned test were 
good preparation and he was steady even to 
some serious breaking birds, but whether he 
would have been if my attention was on 
shooting, I don't know.  Wasn't long and I 
started shooting and then we brought Roux 
out and they started taking turns with re-
trieves.   Then Bill headed off for his spot 
with his dogs and Din's marking education 
afield got going for real.  Worked great.  
Never had a break in a week of hunting 
every day and lots of birds.  I missed a little 
of the opening flurry, but more than worth 
it. 

Blind Retrieves If we hope to 
have a retriever that will take a line and drive 
on a blind retrieve to a goose sailed a quar-
ter mile (let alone to run a good poison bird 
blind in a Finished test), we really need to be 
sure we have the young dog running really 
good Finished blinds with suction, before 
we start running the typical distance blinds 
we get out hunting. 

Being new to hunting, Din missed 
a number of marks before Roux was there 
to save his bacon.  But Din ran NO blinds.  
I'd walk him out and tell him to "find a 
bird" if it was still alive, or "hunt it up" if it 
had clearly fallen dead.  Then we went back 
to the bucket.  That remained the drill for 
the entire week, though if Roux marked it, 
he made that retrieve.  And Din is running 
some pretty good blinds with some suction.  
But to me there were two considerations.  
At this stage of his training, I do not want 
him thinking a blind is ever less than about 
100 yards long.  And, for a beginning hunt-
ing dog, blinds run immediately after shoot-
ing become more like handling on a mark 
than handling on a blind.  Excitement runs 
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high with both handler and dog and the 
handler may not have the bird pinpointed, 
making allowing slopping handling and 
hunt-'em-up handling necessary.  And it 
may be moving if it didn't hit the ground 
dead. 

But as part of training, I did want 
to get him to have some positive blind-
running experience in close to a hunting 
situation, just not part of a shooting se-
quence.  So on the first day after we were 
done and picked up and the last day during 
a lull in shooting, I planted a cold blind 
while he was kept out of sight.  In both 
cases he was running the blind over old 
falls and on opening morning past where 
the bucket and bird bag had been.  I was 
very happy with the results. Opening 
morning he just blazed 140 of the 150 
yards without even dropping his nose and 
then a swirl of scent caught him and he 
broke down and took several whistles to 
get him to the bird in the shin-high grass.   
On the last day I could not get a precise 
initial line, so I kicked him off and then hit 
the whistle about 40 yards and a right hand 
angle back put him the last 70 yards right 
to the bird.  Not only was I pleased, but 
also the first thing that came to mind was 
"Thank you Mike Lardy for convincing me 
NEVER TO RUN SHORT BLINDS in 
training."  I never cease to be amazed at 
how much suction a retriever can confi-

(Continued on page 3) 

òThis month lets look at a few things related to 

getting that young dog advancing toward a finished 

level out in the hunting fields and marshes. ó 
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If we can think of as many things 
that will be new and strange and give the 
young dog a leg up, we'll have less disasters, 
failures, frustration and yelling on our part, 
and a truly finished hunting dog sooner than 
if we hadn't given it any thought. 

Again, there are lots of approaches 
to all of this, so don't take this as gospel.  
But if you are new to the notion of an ad-
vanced trained retriever out hunting, here is 
one hunter's way of approaching that by 
building on the skills of training.  Don't be 
surprised if it gets to where the dog work is 
as important or more so than the heft of the 
bag at day's end.  Besides, sharing your 
sandwich with your four-legged bud on a 
slow day is part of the fun.  And beats the 
hell out of having your untrained dog eat all 
of your lunch while you are BSing at the 
front of the blind. 

Hunting Savvy Getting back to 
"hunting savvy," if there are some of you 
who've never hunted with an experienced 
retriever, it can be a number of things, but 
often has to do with anticipation of action, 
approach to cover in upland hunting, under-
standing of wounded game behavior and 
perseverance. 

 Many of you know Bill Spitzer and 
if you've been around a few years remember 
his great, great retriever, HRCH Bull.  Bull 
has since left for where the geese always fly 
and every shot brings a retrieve.   I'll never 
forget my first time seeing Bull signal to us 
that a flock of geese would fly near as we 
were pass shooting the breaks of the Mis-
souri River in a pit, with him sitting outside 
in his white snow vest.  Bull seemed to have 
a sense of which flocks would be close 
enough to be possible shots and which were 
never going to materialize.  If he thought 
there was a good chance, you could see him 
ever so slowly pull his head in like a turtle.  
As big a dog as Bull was, don't know that it 
made much difference, but it was a sight 
that told you to not make any sudden 
moves.  My second lab had a locked stare in 
the distance that said birds are coming.  
Most dogs have little signs they develop; we 
just need to learn them. 

 I can remember Roux's first real 
hunting season.  Joe Olson and I were hunt-
ing and had knocked a duck down but it was 
crippled in the creek and diving.  Roux was 
totally flummoxed, but watching Joe's 
HRCH Maggie go under after the bird a 
couple times was all he needed to begin 
trying that skill, though it took him a while 

to develop her finesse at it. 

 We can encourage perseverance in 
training with verbal encouragement and 
with drills like the dirt clod (or corn cob) 
drill.  But really only time afield and success 
in really staying after a tough retrieve or 
really mobile cripple provides the setting for 
developing real classic perseverance. Clearly 
some dogs are naturally better there than 
others and probably a function of training 
and prey drive. 

 Hunting savvy and penalties of 
overdoing corrections hurting performance 
were clearly demonstrated at a Finished test 
I helped judge many years ago.  Working 
dog and honor dog were in my portable 
duck blind with right and left dog holes.  
First bird down was an open water splash of 
a shackled duck about 15 yards off an island 
with head high willows all over it.  Then two 
birds sailed over the blind from behind with 
both handlers shooting ducks that fell in 
decoys.  Each dog retrieved one of the de-
coy birds and then the working dog had the 
memory bird to retrieve. But the duck had 
been thrown on a cord and during the con-
fusion it was dragged back about 15 feet 
into the willows and replaced with a duck 
not on a cord.  Two dogs really didn't hunt 
waterfowl and had recently been corrected 
harshly for switching hunt areas. They beat 
the water to a froth right where the duck 
splashed and never considered leaving.  All 
the other dogs went to the fall, saw it wasn't 
there, and looked at the island and the far 
bank and quickly headed for the nearby 
bank with cover and, though they couldn't 
be seen to be handled, almost immediately 
returned with the bird.  Hunting savvy, pure 
and simple.  A few years later I ran Wade's 
first dog, Gator, in a Finished test where the 
first bird down hit in the current in the 
Poudre River, and was pulled up to the 
weedy shore as the dog retrieved the go bird 
out of sight.  Many dogs quickly went to the 
nearest bank and got the bird.  Gator's time 
came and as soon as he didn't see the bird 
where it hit, he roared full blast downstream 
and around the corner to the "Ohhhhhs" of 
the gallery.  In a flash he's coming back up-
stream just as fast and going to the bank 
nearest the fall location and had his bird and 
was on his way in.  He was a river hunting 
dog and displayed that part of his savvy. 

 For us in much of Colorado, 
getting a young dog onto enough upland 
birds to develop perseverance, let alone 
savvy is, a challenge.  It's good to do 
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dently run through with that mindset. 

So, for me, and what I want in a 
hunting retriever there will be more of this 
and actual cold blinds run short will only 
happen where deep water prevents me from 
getting there with him to retrieve the bird.  
Hopefully Roux will be able to handle those.  
And early in the season when the bird hits 
dead, I'll give a few moments before actually 
running the blind and then kick myself in 
the butt to follow precisely our process of 
cueing, lining up, sending, and handling on a 
blind as we do it in training.  Pretty easy for 
me to go into rush mode in hunting and it 
doesn't help an old dog, let alone a beginner. 

Duck hunting can provide some 
challenges in retrieves that may not be too 
bad as marks, but lots of factors for a blind.  
It can be valuable for a young dog later to 
have someone go plant a duck where the 
marked fall was retrieved and send the 
young dog for it as a blind.  Not for a confi-
dence or pattern blind, but an opportunity 
to address the factors with more confidence, 
and allow the handler to stress the route to 
the bird. 

It's easy for us to think we can take 
the young dog out to the duck blind and 
expect good work, as the marks are shorter 
than training.  But, like us human beans 
quickly understanding the concept of blind 
retrieves when that concept can sprain a 
young dog's brain, actual hunting can be a 
whole new world.  Maybe it's a duck blind 
without a dog hole. Or marking from a dog 
hole.  Have you trained remote sends?  If 
not, doing some of that before hunting or at 
that blind before season could pay divi-
dends?  Dog worked out of a layout blind?  
No?  Probably not the best or safest idea to 
put that young wiggle wart in the layout with 
you and a loaded gun without some dry run 
experience.  Will you put the dog in the pit?  
Some dogs readily go in, or at least are will-
ing.  Some say "No way, Jose!"  Best to find 
that out and figure out how to entice the 
dog in on a dry run than to get frustrated 
with our dog with our hunting buds laugh-
ing their butts off at our great dog who 
won't get in the pit. 

Hazards Hunting around barbed 
wire or hog wire fences?  Good to try to 
spend some time with the dog negotiating 
fences when it's not going warp 10 after a 
crippled duck with a fence in between the 
dog and the duck. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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plenty of planted bird training or game 
farm hunting to give them an idea of why 
they are even out there.  But then hunt as 
much as you can; wild birds offer a much 
greater challenge.  Still, in our state, it can 
take years for a dog to really learn.  I 
lucked out with Roux.  One year there 
was a bad storm on opener of pheasant 
and quail and almost no one got to hunt.  
I took Wed off work and we went quail 
hunting.  From 11 am to 2 pm we hunted 
two SWA's, eating lunch and driving 20 
miles between them and Roux got to flush 
7 coveys of Bobwhites and all the resul-
tant singles.  We won't address that my 
terrible shooting let him still be hunting 
with me shooting that long.  But that was 
a one-day savvy development and he then 
KNEW what kind of terrain holds quail.  
A couple years later he had 20 flushes (all 
hens) in 10 minutes in SD on pheasants 
and suddenly he had a real understanding 
of how they did business.  He uses a dif-
ferent approach and hunts cover differ-
ently for one than the other.  That's hunt-
ing savvy.  You can only give the dog the 
opportunities. 

 But, if you are new to this, take 
care of your training basics and transition 
and then just hunt all you can, and then 
you will enjoy a ringside seat to some per-
formances afield by your retriever that will 
just plain have you in awe. 

 A side benefit of this field experi-
ence is giving them tools to solve some 
tough falls in hunt tests that they might 
otherwise not stay with and come up with 
the bird. 

 Good training and good hunting.   

Gosh, dove hunting just whetted my ap-

petite for the ducks, geese, Bobs and 

pheasants!     g 
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Rich & Din get their HR title  

Thatõs the thing about dogsñespecially the dogs with whom we join in 

the ancient partnership of the hunt.  

They give us more than we can pos-

sibly give in return, and they never 

really fail us.  If there is a failing, it is 

in ourselves, and our expectations.  

The reason dogs touch us in ways 

and places that nothing else can is 

that their souls are free from dark-

ness.  They are pure in a way that we 

can never be, and honest, and their 

devotion is unconditional.  The 

qualities that we take for granted in 

our gun dogs are the same ones that 

cause us to call some people he-

roes.ó 
By Tom Davis, article out of Sporting Classics   
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Calendar  

Are You Planning to 

Train at Maryõs Place? 

Be sure to call before you do.   

Go to PV website for the phone number �>�F�O�L�F�N���R�Q���´�3�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��

�5�X�O�H�V�µ���E�X�P�S�H�U�@ �³ Paragraph 6 

http://www.pvhrc.com/HTMLPages/Property_Rules.htm  

 

 

Do You Have any Pictures or 

Stories to Share? 

�'�R�Q�·�W���E�H���V�K�\�������6�H�Q�G���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�U���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���>�R�U���E�R�W�K�@���W�R��

Barbara Newsome.  Deadline is the 26th of the  

month. 

DIRECTIONS  TO MARYõS PLACE 

(GPS Coordinates  40° 5'56.47"N,  104°42'56.59"W)              map 
Directions from Longmont (North):  

East on Hwy 66 to US 85; South on US 85 to CR18 

East on CR18 to CR37; South on 37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the farmhouse and just before the gas tanks on the 

east side. 

Directions from South Longmont:  

East on Hwy 52, over I25 and thru Ft. Lupton  

Drive about 5 miles past Ft Lupton and turn left (north) on CR37. 

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the farmhouse 

  on the east side. 

Directions from Denver:  

North on I-25 to I-76; East on I-76 to US 85;  North on US 85 to Ft. 

Lupton [Hwy 52]; East on Hwy 52 thru Ft. Lupton & about 5 miles past 

Ft Lupton and turn left (north) on CR37.   

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the farmhouse 

  on the east side. 

[or instead of turning North on US 85,  you can stay on I-76 to Hwy 52 

& turn West on CR37]; Then North on CR37 approx 1.3 mi. 

Drive East on dirt path to where you see trucks  

(about .1 miles) 

FREE MEMBERSHIP!!  
We are always looking for  

additional training grounds.  As an 

incentive to members, if you bring 
contact information concerning 

solid training  

property that leads to us  
leasing the property, you will re-

ceive a ñfinderôs feeò of a free year 
of PVHRC  

Membership for next year!  
Contact any of the PV Officers and 

Board with contact information.  

  


