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SEND ME YOUR HUNTING STORIES, 
OR HUNTING PICTURES,  OR BOTH 

TO SHARE.  

Mike & Ozzie 

www.pvhrc.com 

Nora Barth  

Harry Christiansen  

David Heldt  

Rich Jenke  

Dennis Long  

Tom Waskosky  

decent training property, with 

nice water, here on the Front 

Range. Please try to help! 

That is about it.  Thanks for a 

great year of training, testing 

and participating otherwise. 

Mike and Ozzie 

Hello All, 

Not a bunch to talk about this 

time.  Thanks a lot to all of you 

who helped with the August 

Hunt test.  The financial sum-

mary has been completed and 

we made a few hundred dol-

lars.  Considering the goal is to 

break even at least, we accom-

plished the financial goal. We 

had more than 25 dogs in every 

stake, the Social was very nice, 

the tests were very realistic and 

they gave handlers good feed-

back on their dogõs perform-

ance with quite a few dogs 

getting ribbons and titles and 

those who didnõt get a ribbon 

learned from the experience .  

Mike Schwan did an excellent 

job as Hunt Chairman, espe-

cially considering it was his first 

time.  Barbara Newsome and 

Nora Barth tag teamed the 

Hunt Secretary duties and also 

did a great job. Tom Waskosky 

did a great job at Hunt Mar-

shall, Curt Lacey did a fantastic 

job at Bird Steward as always 

and then there were the rest of 

the support group of Marshals 

and Setup helpers, etc. 

THANKS A LOT to all of 

them!  We would not have a 

successful test without the vol-

unteer help from within our 

club.  If you didnõt get a chance 

to help out, please do so in the 

future tests as we really need 

everyone to step up and lend a 

hand. 

With hunting season right 

around the corner, all formal 

club activity for the club will 

cease for 2009 except for one 

more Board/Members meet-

ing.  It is now time to start 

using the dogs for what we 

have been training them for.  It 

is great to see that there are 

quite a few hunters in HRC 

and especially PVHRC, rather 

than just trainers/test partici-

pants.  The hunting part is 

where HRC came from and 

continues to need to be 

grounded there. 

Hunt Tests:   The next two 

tests is the one in eastern Ne-

braska (8/22,23) and the one in 

New Mexico (9/12,13).  I am 

sure they could use your sup-

port!!!  I am planning on going 

to the one in New Mexico and 

I hope to see some of you 

there. 

Training Property: We con-

tinue to look for viable training 

property. As an incentive to 

our members, if you bring con-

tact information concerning 

solid training property that 

leads to us leasing the property, 

we will give a òfinderõs feeó of 

a free year of PVHRC Mem-

bership for the next year.  We 

are very serious about finding 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE 26th OF EACH 

MONTH.  Materials received after the deadline will not be included.  Submissions are subject to the 

editorõs decision on inclusion and may be edited.  Opinions are those of the various authors and may not 

express the official position of the PVHRC, Inc.     Membersõ contributions and responses are en-

couraged 

Now that the Hunt 

Test Season if over, 

we need your hunting 

pictures and/or  

stories for the news-

letter!  



 
Matt writesé.  òwe have two hunting dogs of the pointing 
variety - a 6 y/o Vizsla named Chase and a 1.5 y/o GSP 
named Lucy. Started hunting when I was about 5, just walk-
ing along with my dad and his friends every weekend.  28 
years later, I'm married (Katie) and have a three year old son 
and newborn baby daughter. This year's hunting season isn't 
looking good with the kiddos and the fact I'm headed back 
to school full time, but I'll try and train when I can and do a 
lot of testing next summer and hunting the following fall.   I 
joined the PV club to get a different perspective on training, 
do some entry level testing and meet some new dog folks.ó 
 

 

 In attendance -  Lee Ann Heldt, Tom Waskowski, Mike Schwan, 

Mike Brockman, Dave Palmstein, Dennis Long, Nora Barth. 

Lee Ann Heldt gave treasurer report and the club is in sound financial 

condition.  $4115  We received $2978. 

Outreach:   Dave is trying to do common outreach on Facebook!  

Doesnõt cost anything.  Everyone needs to go out and reach friends.  

Blog can be set up.   Maybe someone can do some short articles in the 

blog. 

Fall Hunt Test ðWe now have all the bird boys as of yesterday.  Mike 

Brockman managed to get them. Lee Ann will write checks for them 

per the Agenda list! 

Free entry for Chris Jobmanõs military friend ð Dennis explained.  

Chris is training the dog for one year free.  This guy is a hunter.  Chris 

thought maybe he would put a title on him.  Already has his started 

title.  Avery said when you are all done they will put something on 

their website and they will give notice to all the clubs who helped 

along the way.  Are we willing to let Chris have 2 seasoned entries.  

There was some discussion but nobody objected.  So decision was to 

let him do this! 

Judges compensation.  $75 per judge and $100 for those not PV mem-

bers.   Free social and free entry. 

Raffle.  Purchase $300 worth of items.  Two certificate from Gun 

Dog Supplies, and kennel mat and some things from Avery.  Some-

body from duck commander donated DVDõs and hats and shirts.  A 

book.  $140 from premoõs more like $200.  Waterfowl package and a 

robo duck!  A book from Mark Torinus!  òPrairie PotholeFeveró.  

Mike Brockman will sell tickets and Nora will do the cash box.   Chris 

Jobman will donate a one day two person hunt during on a week day 

for the raffle!  Itõs a $500 value!  They can do a second day at a dis-

count with Chris if they want to. 

Social starts at 6pm.  The correct location is on Hunt secretary.  It is at 

the American Legion.  Nora and Lee Ann to do check in since Bar-

bara can't make it.  We want to sell the social tickets by 10am so 

would like someone else to do this and also take care of the camping.  

Dave can help with selling the social tickets and camping! 

Mike will get the gas for the birds and the trailer.  Should be enough 

batteries!  Mike will donate a tool box to keep the batteries and radios. 

Ken Peterson, American Legion, House of smoke, Judges and bird 

boys will all need checks. 

We need to bag poppers!  Gallon size zip locks! 

Tom Waskowski  is planning on the about 60 lunches. 

Mike Brockman emailed Joe a map of Fort Vasquez.  Mike made up 

more signs per level so that we have plenty of signs to get handlers to 

the stakes. 

Joe wants to do an Upland thing.  Regular with HRC or a fun hunt?  

Leaning towards a fun hunt!  Maybe a new way to recruit upland hunt-

ers.  Our own rules to make it fun.  Like $70 a team or per person.  

August Meeting Minutes 
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Meeting Minutes 

Shoot for early spring! 

Next meeting ð for September we will need to change for Dove 

season!  Maybe just do by emails!   Plan one for October but will 

discuss that at the end of September. 

We had some discussion about considering Teal Lodge again.  

Too many snakes and the fact that itõs just a matter of time 

something could happen.  Talked about State Wild Life areas for 

tests there.   Seems to be plenty of water at the Wildlife areas.  

Check out their rules.  We could get cheaper grounds for tests.  

Still Roven is too small for us for a hunt test!   Grandby is a 

beautiful place to have a test but judges are challenged for the 

water tests.   Need to use Grandby in August.  Mike B will fol-

low up on Grandby. 

Nothing new on training grounds. 

Went over cost to run a hunt test.  Mike B will redo the sheet as 

we went over and got some more line items for expenses.  Could 

go to Job Services for bird throwers.  Had discussion on various 

ideas for bird throwers.     

Welcome to the  

Platte Valley Duck  Blind   

 

MEET 

MATT WAGNER  

 



Rich Carpenter & Roux       

Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning  

Part 11 by Rich Carpenter 

Planning And Executing A Run At An 
HRC Hunt.    At some point in training, 
when we are getting pretty consistent results 
on the needed skills for moving from 
Started to Seasoned, we screw up our cour-
age and enter a Seasoned hunt test.  Now 
we begin to enter the fun world of tactics 
and strategy.  This will ratchet up hugely 
when the jump is made to Finished, but 
there is still a lot of room for the handler to 
be pivotal in the success or failure of the 
young Seasoned retriever, particularly in 
certain tests. In Started, we mostly kicked 
off the dog for the bird and then waited and 
hoped.  Now it's different. 

Rather than spending a lot of time 
on theory, I think I'll just use the Saturday 
and Sunday Seasoned tests at our PV hunt 
at Ft. Vasquez to look at a few of the issues 
of planning and execution for running a test.  
A couple weeks before the test, my young 
dog Din seemed to begin to demonstrate in 
training that he had a realistic chance to 
succeed if he tried to run a Seasoned test.  
So, after a lot of soul searching and asking 
for opinions of some experience club mem-
bers, I signed him up and began to get nerv-
ous.  It was the first Seasoned test I'd run in 
11 years, so I had to go back and refresh my 
mind on the rules and of the variety of Sea-
soned work at a test. 

I got a little grief for walking along 
in the gallery with most of the dogs once I 
got to the Seasoned test from running Roux 
in Finished.   Not that repeated hikes are 
this old curmudgeon's idea of maximum 
enjoyment, but I wanted to match my 
knowledge against what was happening in 
terms of dog expectation, after running only 
Finished for so many years.  Plus I wanted 
to see what there was to see that I might use 
to try to increase our chances of success.  
Also, I was too darned nervous to sit still, 
wondering if Din was really ready for this or 
would have the come-aparts about one bird 
into the test! 

Nothing magic about these obser-
vations and somebody else might look at 
things very differently and be just as right in 
their approach. Clearly it depends on han-
dling style, your dog and the interplay be-
tween handler and dog, which can be quite 
different.  But this will let some of you with 
young dogs get a glimpse of the thinking of 
one handler.   Let's just quickly go through 

each series of the tests each day. 

On Saturday, the land test was a 
long walking test that really had the judges, 
dogs and handlers covering a lot of ground. 
It started out with a walk-up, then moved 
along to the land blind and then moved on 
further and into the trees for the land dou-
ble marks with a diversion. 

Walking along in the gallery on a 
number of dogs, I saw that the walk-up bird 
was called for at a spot where there was 
some cover that could screen the mark from 
the dog if the dog was too close to it.  I saw 
a couple young dogs that just plain failed to 
mark the fall, which came out quite fast and 
flat (not much of an arc). A combination of 
their location, the fairly flat throw with little 
hang time and the tall weeds, and they just 
didn't see it.  I wasn't at the handler's meet-
ing or running of the test dog, but there 
appeared to be no instructions other than 
walk down the vehicle trail, keep walking 
and the bird would be launched.  So, in this 
test the smart money to help your dog suc-
ceed is to walk so the dog is in the left rut, if 
it heels on the left or at most in the center 
strip if it's a right-heeling dog.  From what I 
saw and experienced with Din, this gave the 
dog a good look, which is always important 
for marks.  Naturally whistle in the mouth is 
very important, though, as walkups go, this 
one wasn't as close as some. The closer the 
bird lands in a walkup typically the greater 
the odds of a break. 

Watching dogs run the blind, every 
dog I saw was pulled off to the right by a 
variety of scent, set-up day traffic and tire 
tracks in the cover.  When we see most or 
all the dogs react one way, we better figure 
that will happen to our dogs as well.  If it 
doesn't, fine and dandy, but better we be 
prepared.  I also noted the blind ended in 
pretty heavy cover in front essentially a wall 
of heavier cover.  This always makes the 
finish of a blind tough, but particularly for 
young dogs, so staying sharp on the whistle 
and casts right to the end was important.  
Getting on the whistle as soon as the dog 
started drifting right was important.  The 
farther we let dogs go the wrong direction, 
the more they may come to believe they are 
going the correct direction. 

Next were the marks.  They had 
good arcs and about as good a visibility as 
you could hope for in a timber environment, 
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and the light was good in the morning.  
But, the memory bird was a tough mark, 
even after it was shortened and moved up 
out of the depression.  The marks were a 
full 180 degrees apart, so getting the dog to 
come fully around was important, yet to 
come around without so much dog move-
ment you were inviting a break.  Here 
watching the other dogs run, it seemed to 
me that two things were critical.  First was 
the handler marking the tough fall in case 
the dog had to be handled, as there were 
not easy landmarks to use.  Second was 
getting a good repositioning move from the 
dog, but not to hurry into the repositioning 
of the dog until that hard first bird down 
had thumped on the ground and the dog 
had just an instant to fix it in his mind.  
Watching the dogs run, those turned out to 
be important ingredients. With Din, as 
soon as that instant after the mark had 
passed, I turned to my right on the bucket 
and cued Din using both "Here" and 
"Mark."  Further I dropped off the bucket 
and onto one knee to further get his atten-
tion.  "Mark" tells him to do just that.  I 
use two-sided heeling, but "Here" brings 
the dog's front end closer to me, regardless 
of heeling left or right.  Had he been heel-
ing right I would have still used "Mark" but 
"Heel" would have been the movement 
command, which brings the dog's rear end 
closer to me.  The diversion was hand 
thrown by a judge, so it was pretty well 

(Continued on page 4) 

òé.I'll just use the Saturday and Sunday Seasoned 

tests at our PV hunt at Ft. Vasquez to look at a 

few of the issues of planning and execution for run-

ning a test. ó 

Pups:  Thinking Finished From The Very BeginningñPart 11 
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controlled and only the usual whistle in 
mouth caution was needed. 

The water portion came in the 
afternoon, with a flowerpot double (both 
marks thrown from a single location).  This 
is hardly ever seen in Seasoned and resulted 
in fairly tight marks, complicated by the 
dogs not being able to see either hit the 
ground as the fall area was above the dog in 
one case and screened by a sandbar in the 
other.  The go bird was the high bird, but 
the channel current tended to carry a lot of 
dogs a little left and likely reaching land al-
most in line with the left hand bird.   Not 
much to do as far as helping the dog here, 
other than trying to help them get a good 
look at each and hoping their marking ex-
perience came thru.  But a handler needed 
to make a decision about handling if the dog 
drove long on the memory bird, which a 
number did, and some did on the go bird.  
Generally at that level, if the dog won't get 
in trouble, I think a lot of us want to let the 
dog hunt as long as we feel we can. 

The blind was run after the marks, 
which happens part of the time in Seasoned 
and is fine if the separation is there in the 
dog's mind.  In this case the dog was run-
ning in the same basic direction as the dog 
ran the marks, though from a spot to the 
left.  Wind was helpful and didn't carry mark 
scent to the dogs, but a handler would want 
to be particularly ready for a young dog to 
suddenly head for an old fall.  Probably the 
most important part of running that blind 
was to get as good an initial line as possible.  
My run with Din exposed a couple things 
that can happen, one of them that just sort 
of happens and the other one falls in the 
"dumb handler" category.  Just as I sent Din 
for the blind, he changed his focus probably 
15 degrees. So I had to handle more when 
he got across the channel onto the sandbar.  
Ideally the dog should be better locked be-
fore released, but that is more of a realistic 
goal in Finished than with a Seasoned dog 
that is still fairly green at cold blinds.  The 
other thing that happened is I blew a whistle 
when Din had a snoot full of duck and was 
starting to move for it.  Mark one whistle 
refusal in the judge's book and kick one 
dumb, rattled handler in the butt. 

On Sunday the land test was quite 
straight forward and not a wide swing, so 
just good mechanics was all that were re-
quired, as well as having the whistle ready 
on the diversion bird. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Great Litter Born 

The blind was again run after the 
marks like on Saturday water, but was 90 
degrees to the one mark and close to 180 to 
the other, as well as from a different loca-
tion.  Again, all the dogs I saw run were 
pulled right, not left, so the handler needed 
to expect that and try to handle to keep the 
dog from getting too far right. 

The afternoon water test started 
out with the blind in a separate pond. This 
blind required that the dog had been run 
on some swimming water blinds and go-
ing down and into swim water immedi-
ately.  Decoys were not thick nor really in 
the path of the dogs, but clearly a factor 
to dogs that had not had decoys incorpo-
rated into their training blinds.  Tight con-
trol at the end was required and the han-
dler didn't dare go to sleep when they 
thought they had their dog at the bird.  
The bird was at the edge of water with tall 
grass and a steep slope like the dog was 
sent from.  The cover was inviting and 
there was a tendency for some dogs to 
hunt it or get on top.  Again vigilance and 
a whistle already in the mouth were im-
portant ingredients for the end game of 
this blind. 

The blind was followed by the 
walkup, which was much shorter walk 
than the Sat walkup.  But the bird also 
came out and landed closer to the dog, so 
breaking was more of a worry.  Again, 
whistle in the mouth is critical if things 
start going south. 

A water double followed with 
one mark in one channel to the right 
front, thrown out of sight in the open 
water behind a narrow, tall band of cattails 
on the near shore.  Go bird was in an-
other channel to the handler's left.  This 
channel had a little current, so it was im-
portant to be ready to pay attention to the 
dog and get it headed for that bird, should 
it decide for some reason to go look for 
the other one first.  While primary selec-
tion isn't usually a refined skill in a early 
Seasoned dog, often it's pretty easy to 
select back to the go bird, if the dog saw 
it. 

In this set of marks or any other, 
a strategy that a Seasoned handler (or Fin-
ished, for that matter) needs to have is 
one for a set of marks where the dog fails 
to mark one bird at all.  If a Seasoned dog 

doesn't see a mark, the smart money is 
almost always on letting the dog pick up 
the one it saw AND THEN handle to the 
bird the dog missed.  To do the opposite 
is to increase the likelihood that you'll 
have to handle TO the area of the fall for 
two marks and be vulnerable to being 
failed for that. It's always harder to handle 
a young dog to a mark than a blind and 
the memory of the seen bird is apt to be 
erased during all the handling for the un-
seen bird. 

Hopefully this offers some practical, 

real-world information that may give 

some of you things to think about as you 

venture out onto the Seasoned trail.  

Teamwork is now becoming important 

and will get even more so later on in Fin-

ished.  Have fun!     g 

 
 

 
 

Great Litter Born 7/7/09! 

These pups are the grandchildren of Rich 
Carpenterõs Roux.  Joe Olsonõs Sunny is the 
aunt!  Libby Milroyõs GRHRCH Dice is the 
father, and the mom, Siri, is a FEMA certi-
fied disaster search dog.  The litter has a 
wonderful working pedigree, available by 
email at your request or by following the 
link below.  There are 9 pups, 7 males and 2 
females ð 4 of them are already gone.   
Contact Ann Wichmann, 970-246-3757, or 
email her at awlogan@wildblue.net 
 
Pedigree: 
http://www.duckdawg.com/Dice%20with

%20Siri%20for%20internet.pdf 

Dice Siri 

mailto:awlogan@wildblue.net



