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Hello All.  Wow, the folks at Platte Valley HRC have been pretty busy at the local hunt test 

scene! 

Special Accomplishments for June   

Below is the list of Members and their dogs that achieved special accomplishments last 

month. It was a very productive month for a lot of folks. 

First Started Pass - Curt Lacey and Claire; Robert Dixon & Brixs 
SHR ï Barbara Newsome and Sunny 
HR ï Sidney Edmonds and Lu Lu (Handled by Dad (John)) 
HR ï Mike ñGooserò Baker and Maddie 
HRCH - Jackson Wolfe and Rasta  
HRCH ï Dan Feighert and Shadow 
500 Points - Joe Olson and Sunny 
500 Points ï Mike Brockman and Ozzie 
I hope I didnôt miss anyone that earned a title or special accomplishment. 

Recent Events:  

Hidden Pines Test ï June 5/6: We had quite a few PV members attend their test and we 

walked away with quite a few ribbons and titles and showed some nice dog work. The weather 

(wind mostly) gave some of us fits but it was a good time. It was cool that Joe with Sunny and 

Mike with Ozzie got their 500 points on the same weekend (Sunny and Ozzie are half sib-

lings). 

Laramie Peak Hunt Test  ï Quite a few members made it out to Douglas, WY last weekend 

and picked up some ribbons along the way. I hear the Finished Tests were especially difficult 

but quite a few managed to score a ribbon there. That test is where Dan Feighert and Shadow 
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July 4 Independence Day 

July 8 
 

PVHRC Club Meeting 
College Library for July only 

July 10&11 Panhandle Regular Hunt 
CANCELLED due to flooding 

Jul 17&18 Arkansas Valley Reg Hunt 

Jul 24 PV Training Day 

Jul 31 Platte Valley Picnic/Auction 

Aug 7 & 8 Platte Valley Regular Hunt 

Aug 12 PVHRC Club Meeting 
Gander Mountain 

Aug14&15 Western Colorado Regular 
Hunt      CANCELLED 

Aug21&22 Elkhorn Valley Reg Hunt 



Meeting Notes for Monthly Meeting ï Thursday, June 10, 

2010  

Note: Meeting was held at Gander Mountain. Attendees 
included: Mike Brockman, Joe Olson, Rich Jenke, Mike 

Schwan, Tom Waskowsky and Kevin Bernhardt.  

Treasury Report ï We made $1,054.77 at the May Hunt less 
about $400 for ribbons 

Membership Update ï No new members 

PV Picnic ï It now falls on the same weekend as Panhandleôs 
test. We agreed at the last Board Meeting to change it to 
July 24th or 25th.  What date should we pick? There is a 
training day scheduled for July 31.  Decided to ask all Offi-
cers and Board members about switching the picnic and 
the training day. 

        Need volunteers: lawn mowing (date?), dog/people 
games, bringing gas grill, cooks, buying food, other?  Tom 
W. agreed to organize dog games.  Mike S. will get the 
clubs portion of the food i.e. burgers etc.  Rich J. will bring 
grill.  Mike B. will check with Don Williams about using his 
mower. 

Training grounds ï ñPlatte Valley Outdoorsò (PVO) ï Might not 
be able to have a work day / training day.  Will try to get a 
paid training day at least. 

Training grounds ï Other  Mike B. has called 3 different outfit-
ters, 2 sound promising. No info to relay yet. 

Fall Hunt Test Update ï  

Social ï MaryBell and Kevin Bernhardt volunteered to 
run the Social Dinner at PVO.  

Raffle ï Agreed to spend $500 on raffle items.  Tom 
W. will donate $100.  It would be nice if others 
would donate as well. 

Judges Stipend ï Will offer the judges an option of 
cash or less cash and a gift (Cabelas, camo duffle 
bag with HRC logo and judges name embroi-
dered) 

Club Archives:  Do we keep the clubs documents ar-
chived somewhere? If not, we should.   Rich J. to 
look into the possibility of setting up a  club ñWikiò 
online. 

Next yearôs events ï Mike Schwan would like to propose that 
PV have an Upland Test ï Discussed the possibility of 
hosting an upland hunt in March if Central Rockies is not 
planning to hold one.  Mike S. will try to contact Mandy 
from Central Rockies to discuss. 

July Meeting Minutes 
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Meeting Minutes & Happenings 

Next Meeting July 8 

7:00 pmñCollege Library 
3705 W. 112th Ave. 

Westminster, CO  80031 

got their HRCH. If they didnôt swim, they owe us. 

National Meeting  ï Barbara Newsome represented Platte Valley 

at the National Meeting in Memphis on June 10-13. I heard it was 

a good time and expect to hear a bit more about this. 

Upcoming Events:  

Board/Members  Meeting ï Thursday, July 8th  at the College 

Hill Library.  Members welcome to attend!  

Hunt Tests : July has only one hunt test scheduled, that being the 

one in Lamar hosted by the Arkansas Valley HRC.  Please try to 

attend their test, they have nice grounds and the hotel is only a 

couple hundred yards away so you can run back to the room and 

cool off under the AC. 

Training Day - July 24 th  ï Maryôs Place/East Pond ï Mike 

Brockman and Rich Jenke are coordinators. More details to 

come as we get closer to the date.  

Platte Valley August Hunt Test ï If you were not paying atten-

tion to this, you might be surprised to know that within 24 hours of 

opening our entry process, Finished was FULL. So, about a week 

later, we opened up a second flight of Finished and it was FULL 

within 8 hours!!!! HOLY Crap, what is going on!  Meanwhile, there 

are only several entries in Started and Seasoned, so PLEASE 

sign up if that is your plan to run Started or Seasoned.  We really 

need near full entries in all stakes so that we can at least break 

even financially.  Our costs to run a hunt test are much more than 

most other clubs because of the property lease fees and the costs 

for birdboys (not to mention the ñfixedò costs all the clubs must 

absorb). 

Summer Picnic and fundraising Auction:   On July 31st, we will 

have our annual summer picnic and fundraising auction.  This 

event is where the club members kick back and enjoy rather than 

work. PVHRC will provide the meat (hot dogs and burgers) and 

the members will bring pot luck sides and desserts. Also, please 

start gathering things for the auction for fundraising. Try to bring 

something nice that you believe will benefit someone and the pro-

ceeds will benefit the club (this ainôt no garage sale J).  It can be 

something new or gently used. We have seen guns (20 ga. 

Browning BPS, 12 ga. Rem 870), training gear, fishing gear, col-

lectibles, etc. Please be working on gathering something nice to 

donate. If you have an old 12 gage shotshell reloader you donôt 

use, consider donating it so we can have a bidding war on a nice 

ñpopperò maker.  This is a BIG deal folks, so plan to come, bring 

some nice stuff to donate and be prepared to buy!  The proceeds 

from this are what pays for equipment, property leases and the 

occasional loss we take at our hunt tests.  

Swimming anyone?  Jeanine Schwan and Libby have yet to 

take their Championship swim. (Mike Schwan ï make sure 

Jeanine brings swimming friendly clothing to the picnic!)  

Possibly Dan Feighert owes us a view of him wearing a 

Speedo also.  You can run but you cannot hide!  

Training Property:    I am sure I sound like a broken record here, 

but surely somebody knows somebody that has some property.  

Please do some ñout of the boxò thinking as we could really use 

your help! We continue to look for viable training property. As an 

incentive to our members, if you bring contact information con-

cerning solid training property that leads to us leasing the prop-

erty, we will give a ñfinderôs feeò of a free year of PVHRC Mem-

bership for the next year.  We are very serious about finding de-

cent training property with nice water here on the Front Range. 

Please try to help! 

Thanks, see ya soon!      Mike and Ozzie   

Presidentôs Letter (Continued from page 1) 



MESSAGE FROM LEE ANN HELDT REGARDING TITLE PINS  
Hi Everyone!  It's almost time for our  Annual Auction Picnic!   What I need to know from all of you is if you have 

achieved a title during the past year since our last picnic!  This includes 500 points etc.  We would like to honor 

you with a title pin at the picnic.  Please send me your 

name, the title you received, and your dog's name!  

Email it to laheldt@hotmail.com  

Training Day has been moved to 

July 24th  

Maryôs Place/East Pond 
Mike Brockman & Rich Jenke are coordinators.  

More details to come as we get closer to the date  

FREE MEMBERSHIP!!  

We are always looking for additional  
training grounds.   

As an incentive to members, if you bring contact 
information concerning solid training property 

that leads to us leasing the property, you will re-
ceive a ñfinderôs feeò of a free year of PVHRC 

Membership for next year!  
Contact any of the PV Officers and Board with 

contact information.  
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Happenings 

DIRECTIONS  TO MARYõS PLACE 

(GPS Coordinates  40° 5'56.47"N,  104°42'56.59"W)              map 
Directions from Longmont (North):  

East on Hwy 66 to US 85; South on US 85 to CR18 

East on CR18 to CR37; South on 37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the farmhouse and just before the gas tanks on the east 

side. 

Directions from South Longmont:  

East on Hwy 52, over I25 and thru Ft. Lupton  

Drive about 5 miles past Ft Lupton and turn left (north) on CR37. 

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the farmhouse on the east 

side. 

Directions from Denver:  

North on I-25 to I-76; East on I-76 to US 85;  North on US 85 to Ft. Lupton 

[Hwy 52]; East on Hwy 52 thru Ft. Lupton & about 5 miles past Ft Lupton 

and turn left (north) on CR37.   

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the farmhouse on the east 

side. 

[or instead of turning North on US 85,  you can stay on I-76 to Hwy 52 & 

turn West on CR37]; Then North on CR37 approx 1.3 mi. 

Drive East on dirt path to where you see trucks  

CLUB PICNIC/FUNDRAISER MOVED TO JULY 31st  
BRATS ð BURGERS ð MORE FOOD ð DOGGIE GAMESðPEOPLE GAMES  

g CHANCE TO HUNT THE EAST POND* 

g CHAMPIONSHIP PINS WILL  BE AWARDEDðMORE FAMILY  FUN!!  

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?? 

g WE NEED NEW OR USED [IN GOOD CONDITION] ITEMS FOR THE AUCTION. 

      DOES NOT NEED TO BE HUNTING OR TRAINING RELATED.  ANYTHING NICE OR USEFUL. 

g IF YOU HAVE A SPECIAL  TALENT  [CARVINGS, ARTIST, QUILTS, ETC] PLEASE  

DONATE YOUR TALENT  TO THE RAFFLE . 

g IF YOU SIMPLY DONôT HAVE TIME TO GET SOMETHING TO DONATE, THEN 

PLEASE  COME WITH YOUR CHECKBOOK  AND A SIDEDISH! 

JULY 31ðNOONðNELSON LAKE  [SE OF I-25 & HWY 66] 

MORE DETAILS  ON LOCATION  WILL  BE EMAILED  NEXT WEEK. 

BRING A SIDE DISH 

EMAIL  MIKE BROCKMAN  HOW MANY WILL  BE IN YOUR GROUP 

MSBROCKMAN @MSN.COM  

*Only those who attend the Picnic Auction have the opportunity to get their 

name in the hat to Hunt The East Pond Dove Season.  10 names are Drawn.  

Remember it's a fundraiser for the club.   Any bargains are a bonus.    

Half the fun is raising somebody's bid and risk ending up with something 

you don't want! ò 

This Fund Raiser 
helps pay for 
our Training 

Property.  

mailto:laheldt@hotmail.com
http://www.pvhrc.com/Pdf%20files/MapTo%20Marys%20Place.pdf


Rich Carpenter & Din  

                         2 Finished Passes 

at Hidden Pines Hunt Test 

Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning  

Part 20 Final Installment by Rich Carpenter 

Running The First Finished 
Tests.   
 Well, the moment arrived that was 
both eagerly anticipated and regularly fret-
ted about.  The Hidden Pines HRC tests in 
Cheyenne, WY on June 5 and 6, 2010 
were close enough we could get up early 
Saturday and get there in time to sign up 
and be there for the handlers' meeting and 
see the Finished test dog run for Din's first 
run at that level. 

 As promised last issue, this will 
wrap up the series following Din, a pup 
born in April of 2008, from puppy play 
teaching through his running Finished li-
censed tests.  Needless to say I worried 
just a tad that Din and I might crash and 
burn both days in such inglorious fashion 
that we'd all want to gather up the last 19 
installments of this windy narrative of a 
pup's trip to Finished level in the world of 
HRC, and put them in the bottom of the 
bird cage, as they all would have seemed 
to have been the result of serious over-
training on single malt Scotch. 

 On the other hand, going in I envi-
sioned not passing either days in ways that 
still would have given me encouragement 
that we were basically ready for the Fin-
ished level. 

 But, it turned out OK.  Well, actu-
ally I'd have been as pleased as a pig in 
poop if it had turned out just OK.  As it was 
it turned out great and Mr. Gunga Din man-
aged real clean passes both days on tests 
that had some serious meat on marks, a 
gnarly channel blind and a mighty tempting 
breaking bird.  So, our scheme for training 
and advancing the young fellow worked 
out.  Is it a good scheme and schedule for 
others to follow?  That's hard to say, as 
different people approach training and 
tests differently.  But it's one way that 
works and it's a way that can work well for 
an inexperienced trainer who is a little un-
easy about starting to train with the e-
collar.  We could have gotten there faster, 
but with Roux still able to hunt when the 
going wasn't too harsh, there was no rush 
to have Din be able to do it all. 

 I'll see if I can keep it from getting 
too long, but will try to hit the high spots of 
how things went, what we were satisfied 
with, and what we'd like to improve. 

 In the last issue I talked about 
really focusing on better heeling and line 
manners.  I think we made some real pro-
gress on that and a judge from both our 
last two Seasoned tests noted that im-
provement.  But, the focus will continue as 

in my view I got sloppy there and it needs 
to get better. 

 I'm here to tell you that I was 
more than a little bit nervous until we left 
the line for the last time on the second day.  
But then I still got cottonmouth in the hold-
ing blind after running Roux for 12 years, 
so what's new.  What's new is I had no real 
hard knowledge of what was going to un-
fold next with young Gunga Din. 

 As mentioned, heeling needs 
work but was better.  Steady was good 
throughout, but when Din would go hori-
zontal and down into the sprint starting 
blocks at the last mark (or the first mark of 
the honor) I'd get a little nervous. But 
steady held, in the face of the worst Fin-
ished breaking test I've seen since Roux's 
first Finished test in 1998. 

 Din has been a good marker and 
I've tried to work hard at teaching him to 
deal with different marking challenges and 
concepts, so I was hopeful, but anxious, 
given the new test environment and a 
much higher level of complexity and dis-
traction in Finished than in Seasoned.  I 
turned out to be overjoyed with his mark-
ing.  In tests both days that saw more than 
an average amount of dogs have to han-
dle, Din's marking was excellent and he 
needed no help at all.  He did need a little 
handling on one land diversion bird as he 
was trying hard to act like he didn't even 
notice, let alone think of switching.  Dang, 
he's a chip off the old block.  That's what 
Roux did.  But a diversion is not a mark 
and as long as the handling response is 
OK, there is no penalty. 

 On diversions, in terms of switch-
ing or threatening to, he was fine. 

 Delivery was good throughout. 

 Overall, I was really pleased with 
the blinds Din ran.  Saturday's water chan-
nel blind was tough enough to qualify for 
my list of the toughest channel blinds I've 
run in the last 12 years. He did it accepta-
bly well and took a good line into the water, 
which was a really fine angle entry. And he 
carried that line a good way to the blind.  
He managed to do the Saturday land blind 
with one whistle and the Sunday water 
blind with two whistles, taking a perfect 
initial line and carrying it the length of the 
water and keeping himself off the point. 
And he came back honest.  So that was 
great.  Our hard work on water tune-up 
drills and Contrary Blinds are showing their 
value.   

On the Sunday water blind, the 
two whistles he needed were at the old fall, 
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which the line to the blind went past.  But 
hard to be too critical of him as the dis-
tance was almost enough to be turning 
the eyes and nose on and it was a new 
test experience.  Similarly he was catch-
ing scent from blind planter on the Sunday 
land blind and tended to fade back that 
direction and took 4 or 5 whistles to get to 
the blind stake.  But in both cases he did-
n't get bullheaded and he let me handle 
him right out of temptation.  I did get a 
couple of cast refusals at the very end of 
the first water blind.  My being slow on the 
whistle let him get in that situation and he 
had a snoot full of bird, which surprised 
me. I didn't realize the wind was swirling 
the scent around and off of the high bank 
beyond the shore.  So, my work was 
poorer than his on that.  It's hard to de-
velop a feel of just how far out do you 
want your dog to honor his nose.  I like it 
to be quite a ways, and that's why I train 
for long blinds and avoid running short 
blinds.  Yet, we can't penalize a hunting 
dog too much for honoring its nose. We 
don't expect the dog to ignore all distrac-
tions and traps; we are more interested in 
their recovery as far as judgment. 

 A dog stand in the cattails was 
used Sat for the water marks.  Din didn't 
like that a whole bunch and was a little 
concerned about the wobbly contraption.  
So, we need to spend a little time getting 
him comfortable with that.  He'll see them 
again.  He jumped off between the first 

(Continued on page 5) 

òFor those of you marching along with your 

young charges in search of Finished success, if I 
can be of help answering questions about aspects 
of training or handling, don't hesitate to ask.ó 

Pups:  Thinking Finished From The Very BeginningñPart 20 - Final Installment 



water blind the second day, but I think the 
judges wrote that off to senility.  It would 
have been nice to see more dogs run first 
and to be able to see dogs running the Sat 
water blind, but in retrospect I don't know 
I'd have done anything differently or better 
and probably just stressed myself worrying 
more.  In some ways running #1 is not bad.  
You just know all you will see is the test 
dog and it's game on!  There are tests 
where the lack of scent from other falls on 
the marks can make some marking tests 
harder.  On the other hand, not having a 
bunch of drag-back scent while running the 
blind or quickly nosing out the marks in 
high cover can be an advantage to running 
real early.  All in all over the years I've de-
cided I don't care when we run and have 
even volunteered to run #1 since lots of 
handlers don't want to.  My experience has 
been that your preparation and a little bit 
luck of the day will go much further to de-
termining outcome than running first last or 
in what some people feel is the ideal spot 
at about #12.  Your mileage may vary. 

 And that's a wrap for this series 
on a pup's journey to Finished. It's been 
fun accompanying Din é.well, most of the 
time. ; )  And I've enjoyed writing about it 
as it makes me think and analyze our train-
ing more. Din will continue to learn and get 
more solid with experience.  We should 
improve as a team as each learns better to 
read and trust the other in test situations.  
He is different from Roux in ways and I 
have to remember that Din hasn't had thir-
teen years to learn to read me and figure 
out how to bail my butt out when I screw up 
as a handler.  But I think Din and I are on 
our way.   

For those of you marching along 
with your young charges in search of Fin-
ished success, if I can be of help answer-
ing questions about aspects of training or 
handling, don't hesitate to ask. And that's 
whether you have an 8-week-old pup or 
are a week away from your first Finished 
test. Truly, helping each other have better 
hunting dogs is what HRC is really about.  
Enjoy the journey as well as the destina-
tion.   

Thanks to my wife, Jan, who puts 
up with my riverbottom, hunting and re-
triever Joneses and proofs all the garbage 
I write.  And, even though she's not in-
volved in dog training, graciously spent a 
week or ten days running Din on 3-Handed 
Casting Drill while I hunted pheasants and 
geese in SD with Roux his first December. 
After she had to shovel snow off the lawn 
several times for that, I was surprised she 
was also willing to run him on 8-Spoked 
Wagon Wheel Lining and Casting Drills for 
over a week the following March while 
Roux and I chased SD snow geese. Good 
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thing it didn't snow!  Both were great helps 
at an important training/developmental stage 
when a gap in repetitions would have de-
layed or set back Din's progress. Sometimes 
as we are involved in repetition of new tasks 
for a young dog, we don't notice the ad-
vancement very easily, but going away for 
almost two weeks and coming back to see 
the dog work, the progress was dramatic. 
That's probably another good reason to 
keep a training notebook. 

And, thank you Din; you made my 
weekend and did your Daddy Roux and 
Mamma Dottie proud! 

I hope the series has been of value to some 
of you and I thank Tom Vanderpool, our 
previous Platte Valley Newsletter editor, for 
asking me if I'd do the series. And I thank 
Barb Newsome, our current Newsletter edi-
tor, for having me continue it and finding 
room for my windy writing each issue. I 
haven't gotten it done yet, but will try to get 
all 20 installments gathered into one file and 
converted to .PDF format for any of you new 
folks who are interested in the series from 
the beginning.  I think only the last year's 
newsletters are on the PV website.  Have 
fun training, hunting and testing your dogs.  

Pups:  Thinking Finished From The Very BeginningñPart 20 - Final Installment 

bird and delayed 2nd bird as I came 
around the stand and reloaded.  Fortu-
nately being screened by the tall cattails 
didn't affect his marking the last two birds 
of the triple. 

 Din is a whiner and he did a little 
more of that than I'd like, so we need to 
keep addressing that noise, as it doesn't 
get better without working on it. 

 Overall I felt he took all the new 
things and complexity in stride. Better than 
I'd expected.  I was also happy with his 
honesty dealing both with water entry and 
water return, as well as heavy cover entry.  
So, all in all, while neither one of us were 
perfect, I did well enough and he did very 
well.  We were very happy to snag ribbons 
both days.  It was exciting too, to see his 
littermate sister get ribbons both days on 
her first Finished tests. 

 As a handler I felt pretty good that 
I'd seen the test and prepared our battle 
plan as best I could, without getting to see 
many dogs run in any test. We ran 3rd on 
Saturday and 1st on Sunday.  Saturday's 
water blind was not visible from the gallery, 
so we all went in with nothing more than 
the memory of the test dog's struggles.  
Well, that was after the first test dog han-
dled on all the marks and couldn't get to 
the blind and a 2nd HRCH test dog was 
called in run the blind.  Trust me that never 
really settles the nerves much when that 
happens.  But, with my having run Finished 
tests for about 20 years, we had a little 
advantage compared to a dog and handler 
both having their first go at it. 

 Looking at the tests as the test 
dogs ran them, I didn't see anything jump 
out that indicated the proper strategy would 
have been to select the order of any of the 
retrieves. Both Saturday and Sunday had 
pairs of marks it was easy for a dog to start 
for one and scent or see the other on the 
way.  That is not penalized by the judges, 
but sometimes can make the original bird 
harder to find.  Din fell for it on Sat., but not 
on Sun, and didn't hurt his marking on Sat. 

 With a young dog there is usually 
a compromise between getting an accept-
able initial line on the blinds and fiddling 
too long for a line finer than the young dog 
can adjust to, which usually makes it nerv-
ous.  In 3 of the 4 blinds fortunately he 
quickly lined up and locked just right. On 
the fourth, he was a bit right and that was 
were the suction was and he faded that 
way.  In retrospect with that wind and his 
keen nose I might have been better to be 
that far off left, since I couldn't quickly get 
him precisely lined.  That gets better with 
maturity and experience in most dogs. 

 I did manage to forget to shoot a 
2nd time at the last mark to account for the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Looks like itõs going to be quite a  
little love affair between these two! 

Note from Editor.     I want to thank 

Rich for doing this series and allowing 

us to follow he and Din along their 

journey to success.  Even though Rich 

has been a member as long as PV has 

been around, you still see him manning 

wingers and hanging around the new 

members helping them as much as he 

can.         THANKS RICH !!! 



Congratulations Joe Olson & Sunny  
Joe writesé. 

ñI suppose that hanging around long enough to get 500 

points is a testament to the fun and, more importantly, the 

friends who have made it worthwhile to stay involved.   

Thank you to all who have helped Sunny and me.   We could 

not have gotten this far  without the help  and support  of 

PVHRC and the good folks who  make the club what it is.ò  
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500 Points - Hidden Pines Hunt Test 

Note from Editor.      Joe is also very close to receiving his Judges jacket 
[if he hasnõt already achieved it].  You have to have judged 33 hunt tests 
to earn this.  As we all know, when you judge, you canõt run your dog 
that day.  So to receive your 500 Point Jacket and your Judges Jacket both 
within a month or so of each other is quite an achievement! 

Congratulations Joe! 

Congratulations Mike Brockman & Ozzie  

Mike writesé. 

ñEarning the 500 point jacket  has been a goal of mine since 
seven years ago when I was researching potential litters 
for my new puppy. I have heard so many times  "You get 
more out of your training efforts than what you put into it". 
I have followed that mantra and have invested a lot of re-
sources into this effort and it is really paying off. Those ef-
forts  have resulted in Ozzie becoming a pretty good Hunt 
Test dog, a great hunting dog and equally  important to me 
is a loving, character -filled  pet to my family and my-
self.  There have been many ups and downs along the way 
and I could not have completed this goal  without the sup-
port of my wife and the thousands of bumpers my sons 
have thrown over the years.   Along with that, I have re-
ceived so much help,  encouragement, and an occasional 
butt kicking  from the members of Platte Valley HRC and 
especially my "mentors" (Rich Carpenter, Joe  
Olson and Willie Ratliff).  I couldn't have done it without so 
much help from PVHRC and  I hope to return the favor to 
the other members who could use the help.   Thanks! ò  

 

Note from Editor.      Mike is the perfect example of  ôyou get out of the club what you put inõ.  He depicts what 
HRC is about and is one of the reasons Platte Valley HRC club is the awesome club it is today! 

Congratulations Mike and thanks for all your hard work! ! 

500 POINTS!!!  


