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Hello All,  Have ya been training much?  I hope so.   The Tues-
day night training group has had several members (at least) 
show up regularly and we have had some good training ses-
sions. Feel free to come out, no need to announce your inten-
tions, just show up and feel welcome to be there. 

Recent Events:  

Started Training Class - completed:   Thanks again to Joe 
Olson and the new members or existing members with new 
dogs that showed up. There were typically about half a dozen 
members who came and participated and a few of them have 
entered their youngster into recent Started hunt test events and 
one even got a Started Hunting retriever title!!!  Way to go Char-
lie and Jesse Mayes! I hope they stick with it! 

Fun Hunt ï May 8 th :  Thanks to Mike Schwan for coordinating 
this event and all the other members that helped. It was quite a success and we had a lot of 
participation at both Maryôs Place and the East Pond. I am confident that it gave the new 
members a chance to test run their dog under much less stressful conditions that showing up 
to a Hunt Test for the first time. 

Spring Hunt Test ï May 15 and 16:  Thanks to everyone who made this a success. Espe-
cially, thanks to the Officers of the Hunt Test. They did and awesome job - Mike Schwan (Hunt 
Chairman), Nora Barth (Hunt Secretary and LeeAnn Heldt as Nora's helpers), Curt Lacey (Bird 
Steward), Barbara Newsome (Hunt Marshall), the Hunt Committee (Mike Schwan, Barbara 
Newsome, Jay King, Mark Powell and Scott Wolfe), Jay King (Gun Captain) and LeeAnn Heldt 
as the Treasurer getting everyone paid!  

Full flights in Finished and Seasoned with 30 and 25 dogs respectively. Started had about 
20 entries (I never heard the final numbers).  

Mark Powell and Spike got their 500th point!!! HUGE accomplishment, one of only several 
in the club's history. With that came a nice ribbon and Mark will get a nice jacket from 
HRC.  

Other Titles -  Jesse and Denise Mayes - SHR on Charlie, Kirby Lloyd- HR 

Great tests - Thanks to those members who judged! (Willie Ratliff, Joe Olson, Mike 
Brockman, Tom Osborne, Rich Jenke, David Heldt)  

Well managed tests - Thanks to the Hunt Marshall - Barb Newsome and her Deputies 
(Stake Marshalls) - Curt Lacey, Kirby Lloyd, and Jay King.  

Curt Lacey once again did a great job as Bird Steward.  He also had Robert Dixon helping 
him as Apprentice Bird Steward  

Social Raffle - Mike Schwan got some nice goodies and we had a nice raffle. Thanks to 
Mike again and also to Kevin and MaryBell Bernhardt for running the raffle and donating a 
very nice cutting board. Another big thank you to Wade Carpenter [Web Foot Custom 
Calls] for donating a goose call.  Also thanks to a new member who is really stepping up. 
That being Robert Dixon. He was selling raffle tickets and PV logo wear.  

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE 26th OF EACH 

MONTH.  Materials received after the deadline will not be included.  Submissions are subject to the 

editorõs decision on inclusion and may be edited.  Opinions are those of the various authors and may not 

express the official position of the PVHRC, Inc.   

Membersõ contributions and responses are encouraged 

Mike & Ozzie 
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Since it was the evening before the hunt test set up day, 
and details were already in place, and everyone was busy 
with last minute preparation things to do, it was decided not 
to hold this monthôs meeting. 

May Meeting Minutes 

Page 2  P LAT T E  V ALLE Y  H UNT ING  R E T R IE VE R  C LUB  N E WSLE T T E R  

Meeting Minutes & Happenings 

Next Meeting June 10 

7:00 pmñGander Mountain 
9923 Grant Street 

[at the intersection of I-25 & 104th Ave in the  

Thornton Town Center] 

Thornton, CO  80229 

DIRECTIONS  TO MARYõS PLACE 

(GPS Coordinates  40° 5'56.47"N,  104°42'56.59"W)              map 
Directions from Longmont (North):  

East on Hwy 66 to US 85; South on US 85 to CR18 

East on CR18 to CR37; South on 37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the farmhouse and just before the gas tanks on the east side. 

Directions from South Longmont:  

East on Hwy 52, over I25 and thru Ft. Lupton  

Drive about 5 miles past Ft Lupton and turn left (north) on CR37. 

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the farmhouse on the east side. 

Directions from Denver:  

North on I-25 to I-76; East on I-76 to US 85;  North on US 85 to Ft. Lupton 

[Hwy 52]; East on Hwy 52 thru Ft. Lupton & about 5 miles past Ft Lupton and 

turn left (north) on CR37.   

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the farmhouse on the east side. 

[or instead of turning North on US 85,  you can stay on I-76 to Hwy 52 & turn 

West on CR37]; Then North on CR37 approx 1.3 mi. 

Drive East on dirt path to where you see trucks  

(about .1 miles) 

Donôt forget  

Training Day/Fun 

Hunt at Maryôs Place 

June 12th!!  

The Grunts - Thanks to those who helped setup and tear 
down. There are too many names to itemize as there were a 
lot of people to step up and help out. 

SCHRC Test ï May 22/23: We had quite a few PV members 
(about 8?) attend their test last weekend and we walked away 
with quite a few ribbons and showed some nice dog work. No 
titles that I can think of but a few folks are closer to their goals. 

Upcoming Events:  

Hunt Tests : June is a month packed with three different hunt 
tests in the northern half of Region 13.  Please do you part in sup-
porting our brothers throughout the region.  See the Calendar for 
specifics. 

Training Day / Fun Hunt ï June 12 th  ï Maryôs Place/East 
Pond ï Harry Christiansen and Rich Jenke are coordinators. 
More details to come, possibly.  

Board/Members  Meeting ï Thursday, June 10th  at Gander 
Mtn. on I25 and 104th.  Members welcome to attend! 

Summer Picnic and fundraising Auction:   On July 24th (or 
maybe 25th, details being worked), we will have our annual sum-
mer picnic and fundraising auction.  This event is where the club 
members kick back and enjoy rather than work. PVHRC will pro-
vide the meat (hot dogs and burgers) and the members will bring 
pot luck sides and desserts. Also, please start gathering things for 
the auction for fundraising. Try to bring something nice that you 
believe will benefit someone and the proceeds will benefit the club 
(this ainôt no garage sale J).  It can be something new or gently 
used. We have seen guns (20 ga. Browning, 12 ga. Rem 870), 
training gear, fishing gear, collectibles, etc. Please be working on 
gathering something nice to donate. If you have an old 12 gage 
shotshell reloader you donôt use, consider donating it so we can 
have a bidding war on a nice ñpopperò maker. 

Training Property:    I am sure I sound like a broken record here, 
but surely somebody knows somebody that has some property.  
Please do some ñout of the boxò thinking as we could really use 
your help! We continue to look for viable training property. As an 
incentive to our members, if you bring contact information con-
cerning solid training property that leads to us leasing the prop-
erty, we will give a ñfinderôs feeò of a free year of PVHRC Mem-
bership for the next year.  We are very serious about finding de-
cent training property with nice water here on the Front Range. 
Please try to help! 
Thanks, see ya soon! 

 Mike and Ozzie  

Presidentôs Letter (Continued from page 1) 

http://www.pvhrc.com/Pdf%20files/MapTo%20Marys%20Place.pdf


THANK YOU ROBERT!!!  

 

 

 

We have a new member who has taken òPaying it Forwardó to heart.  Not only has he participated in 

all the New Member/Started Classes and all the May training days, but he brings and shares all his 

training equipment, helps set up and tear down on training days.  He volunteered to Apprentice Bird 

Stewart under the guidance of Curt Lacey.  He was a true ôGrunt Workerõ on Setup Day.  He volun-

teered to be Assistant Stake Marshall in Started for both Saturday and Sun-

day.  Saturday he manned a winger when there wasnõt enough bird boys and 

he waded out into the pond to retrieve some decoys that some of the Started 

dogs had carried out to deeper water than what the judgeõs waders allowed.  

At the Saturday Night Social he helped sell raffle tickets and Platte Valley 

Logo wear. Even though his 11 month old yellow lab, Brix, came into heat 

just before the hunt test and he couldnõt run her, he still showed up every 

day to work.  What a Trooper!  Oh, and that little blonde shadow  

behind him every step of the way is his 7 year old daughter Madison.   

Thanks Robert!!    and thank you too Madison! 
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Happenings 

Thanks Mike & Joe! 
Fellow club members,  

I wanted to take a minute and express my gratitude towards the guys who really made a difference in 
my dog training interests. These guys are the first two, of many, that Iõve met in the Platte Valley 
Hunting Retriever Club that from the beginning made it very easy to join the club, learn to train and 
be excited to be a new member. Of course, the two people Iõm talking about are none other than 
Mike Brockman and Joe Olson. I want to thank them both for setting up the started training course 
and spending so much time with us few that have really taken advantage of their experience and 
knowledge. I know that many times during the started sessions they could have been at the regular 
training sessions with the other members, but they werenõt. They stuck it out with us beginners and 
it has really made a difference and certainly made me a better and more interested trainer. It is ap-
preciated and most certainly a rewarding experience that I will never forget. This is exactly what I 
was looking for in a hunting retriever club and Iõm happy to be a new member. Iõve met a lot of club 
members through the last couple of months and every one of them has been more than willing to 
give advice and provide positive input. It has been a quite pleasurable experience and I look forward 
to becoming an asset to the club. Iõd like to put in as much as I get out of it. 

Thanks Mike and Joe for all you have done. 

New Member- Robert W Dixon 
Note from Editor.      Soé  how fun is my job!!  Shortly before the hunt test, Mike Brockman asked me to recog-

nize Robert in the newsletter because of the tremendous participation, hard work, and input he had put into the 

Club.  Then, while marshalling the Started Test, Robert asked me if he could write a letter for the newsletter  

acknowledging the huge amount of help that Mike and Joe have been to him.  I smiled to myself and said, ñOf 

course!ò    I LOVE MY JOB!!  This is what it is all about!  



Rich Carpenter & Roux       

Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning  

Part 19 by Rich Carpenter 

Sneaking up on that Finished 
hunt test goal.  Well, the time to 
get ready for that first Finished test 
is drawing near.  Less time left to 
be nervous, but lots to be nervous 
about.   

 Since the last newsletter, 
we've run 4 more Seasoned tests, 
for a total of five after earning the 
HR title. The first two were out of 
town at Great Plains HRC's event 
at Wood River, NE.  If you get a 
chance to attend their hunt, don't 
miss it.  Nice ground, nice people 
and a heck of a big raffle and auc-
tion of goodies as well as great eat-
ing at their social. 

 The last two were at our 
Platte Valley HRC test at Indian 
Meadows.  It is always great to en-
joy the hospitality and fine grounds 
of the Peterson families. Time slips 
away, but Ben Peterson an-
nounced at the social that this was 
13 years straight Platte Valley had 
been coming every spring and he 
hoped we'd continue.  And it's cer-
tainly nice to hear complementary 
things about the club from the land-
owner.  We really do have a fine 
club, and if you are new to it, we 
hope you'll get active and really be 
a part of it.  You'll not only enjoy it, 
but you'll get more training help 
and have a better duck hunting dog 
come fall. 

 So Din and I continue our 
march toward Finished and running 
some extra Seasoned tests is part 
of it.  Too often we just move up 
because we have all the points we 
can earn at the previous level.  
That's never a good reason to 
move up.  The only reason to move 
up is when you think the dog has a 
realistic chance of doing the work 
at the next level and can enter a 

test with a reasonable expectation 
that if that first test is not a nut 
cracker of the first water, and the 
young dog has a good day, that a 
ribbon well could be within reach. 

 Not everyone wants to run 
extra tests and just does extra 
training before they move up.  I'm 
not suggesting extra tests is abso-
lutely necessary or the only way to 
do it, it just seems to work for me, 
so I do it. 

 Moving up is often a deci-
sion that needs a lot of thought and 
sometimes it still isn't clear when 
we finally decide.  But, if in training, 
the dog is generally performing 
adequately at the next level, then 
trying that level in test probably 
makes sense.  There is no harm or 
embarrassment in failing the first 
test or other tests as you go along.  
Could be a dog somewhere that 
has never failed a test in its entire 
career, but I haven't met it. 

 But to me there are two 
kinds of failures when we move a 
young dog to Finished.  One of 
them doesn't worry me at all, and 
usually works itself out with a little 
more training and exposure.  The 
other one worries me and is often a 
sign to quit running or move back.  
The first situation that to me is no 
big deal is the dog just runs into a 
mark that sets it back on its heel, 
has a bad throw or other bad 
break, or just lucks out and gets 
the most convoluted, difficult test 
imaginable and that only the very 
talented and very experienced 
dogs survive.  In that case we just 
hitch up our socks, work on what 
caused us grief and move on.  
Sometimes, just the experience will 
make the dog successful at the 
same thing the next time they see 
it. 
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 The other situation that 
needs to give one pause is when 
the failure is from complete loss of 
control in some serious aspect of 
the test.  That would include the 
dog breaking on either the marks 
as working dog or breaking on the 
marks as the honor dog.  It would 
also include the wheels coming off 
on a blind retrieve where there is 
hardly anything but whistle refus-
als and cast refusals.  It would 
also include being unwilling to be 
instructed which bird to pick up 
first or unable to deal with the suc-
tion of a poison bird blind and ig-
noring casts to keep it way from 
that bird and retrieving it out of 
order. 

 These situations reflect 
one thing: we don't have Finished 
control and if we are smart, we'll 
back off until we get it.  Continuing 
to run tests while our young 
charge runs amok will create bad 
habits and a test-wise dog that will 
perhaps develop problems that 
will never fully go away.  If break-

(Continued on page 5) 

òWe'll wrap up this puppy to Finished series 
next month with a look at how our first 

Finished hunt test experience went, what we 
learned from it and what needs more focus 

to move forward toéé    ó 

Pups:  Thinking Finished From The Very BeginningñPart 19 



FREE MEMBERSHIP!!  

We are always looking for  
additional  

training grounds.   
As an incentive to  

members, if you bring contact 
information concerning solid 
training property that leads to 
us leasing the property, you 
will receive a ñfinderôs feeò of 

a free year of PVHRC  
Membership for next year!  

Contact any of the PV  
Officers and Board with  

contact information.  

not reacting when the dog gets in 
trouble.  Lots goes on in a Finished 
test and sometimes I wish I had a 
stage director to cue me to be sure 
I don't miss a step as handler. 

 It seems the marking is go-
ing well and hopefully will be ade-
quate. But, no doubt he'll have to 
work much harder than in a Sea-
soned set of doubles. 

 Blind work was pretty good, 
but some suction factors got a little 
more of his attention than I thought 
they might.  On the other hand, his 
recovery from those situations was 
good, in my mind.  That gives me 
some encouragement for dealing 
with the Finished environment. 

 Steadiness was fine, but we 
need to focus on tightening up on 
bucket and line manners.  Creep-
ing wasn't bad, but I prefer to have 
none at all.  Diversions went well, 
so hopefully that's not an issue in 
Finished. 

 Heeling has gotten sloppier 
in the last two tests and clearly we 
need to focus a lot of attention on 
that, given the additional excite-
ment level of a Finished test. 

 With one exception, Fin-
ished scenarios I've shown him 
have been handled pretty well in 
training and fun hunts.  Will they be 
in the full excitement of a licensed 
test?  That remains to be seen.  
Also, there are so many possibili-
ties for Finished test variations that 
it's unlikely he'll have seen near all 
of them by the first test.  But we'll 
hope he's seen enough and has 
some basics to work through some 
new situations, even if we'll be able 
to hear the gears grinding in his 
young fuzzy skull. 

 So, three weeks of us need-
ing to work pretty hard and then 
see if we can get to the line and 
operate the shotgun with our fin-
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gers and toes crossed. 

 We'll wrap up this puppy to 
Finished series next month with a 
look at how our first Finished hunt 
test experience went, what we 
learned from it and what needs 
more focus to move forward to up-
coming Finished tests at Laramie 
Peak HRC in Douglas, WY about 3 
weeks after his first test, and then 
the Panhandle HRC tests in Scotts-
bluff, NE about three weeks after 
Douglas.g 

Pups:  Thinking Finished From The Very BeginningñPart 19 

ing is an issue, there is nothing 
wrong with going all the way back 
and putting the dog in Started 
where you can have it on leash and 
someone else shooting to guaran-
tee steadiness in the excitement of 
a real test.  That is likely not the full 
solution, but nothing wrong with 
backing up to where the dog has 
less difficulty and excitement and 
the handler has more control. 

 So, what do I think I learned 
from our four recent extra Sea-
soned tests?  Well, along with what 
I've seen in training and fun hunts, 
I made several observation of 
things that seem to be progressing 
well and some that need a little ex-
tra focus in the next three weeks 
before we go nervously to the Fin-
ished line for the first time at the 
Hidden Pines test in early June. 

 From my own handling and 
watching other handlers run their 
Seasoned dogs I could see things 
that would be important to do or 
avoid in Finished. I also got a re-
minder that teamwork becomes 
important in Seasoned and critical 
in Finished.  I got to see inexperi-
enced dogs and inexperienced 
handlers both fall into some traps 
that cost them the ballgame.  It was 
a reminder that I need to try to be 
as sharp as the old codger can be 
when we stick our toe into the Fin-
ished water or the sharks will get 
that toe and more.  I was reminded 
to handle before the tip point where 
the dog may not be able to respond 
or will fight the cast.  Strategy in 
approaching a Seasoned test is 
good, but it's essential in approach-
ing a Finished test, as is a tactical 
plan if the strategic plan goes 
south.  Going into a Finished test 
knowing how you will respond to 
the most likely pitfalls to arise can 
make a big difference.  Marking our 
birds in case we have to handle is 
very important on marks, as is han-
dling to keep the dog out of trouble, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeanine Schwan & Libby get their 
HRCH in Kearney, NE 



Congratulations Mark Powell & Spike  
 
Mark writesé. 

Training and handling Spike to his 500 point level has been a 
fun but wild ride! For a dog with such a keen nose and has 
been hunting pheasants all but his first 18 months of age while 
he trained with Kenny Trott -he's been a challenge to control. A 
good trainer once told me, you don't want a dog that won't 
"break" now and then.  So I guess I want Spike, God bless him. 
I suppose I've shot close to a 1000 pheasants/grouse/quail over 
him and have loved every minute. Now that's all he needs to do, 
and stay healthy.  Thanks HRC for all the good times!  
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Welcome to the Platte Valley Duckblind  & 500 Points 

Clint Hinebaugh  
Clint writesé 

At an early age I realized my passion towards hunting and conservation in the outdoors. Five years ago this 
passion brought me to Colorado's front range where I attended Colorado 
State University and obtained a degree in Wildlife Biology. While in 
School, I bought my first hunting companion, a Labrador Retriever named 
Titan. Currently I'm twenty five years old and reside in Fort Collins work-
ing as a biologist for a private environmental consulting firm. In addition to 
this I have worked for the Colorado Division of Wildlife conducting water-
fowl research along the South Platte  River Corridor . During the fall it's 
not uncommon for Titan and I to spend upwards of 50 days per season 
chasing ducks and geese throughout Northern Colorado and Nebraska. 
When hunting season concludes we shift focus and train for both UKC 
and AKC hunt tests.  There is nothing I enjoy more than the camaraderie 
of the sport and watching retrievers excel at doing what they love. Platte 
Valley Hunting Retriever Club and it's members have been an a tremen-
dous asset to both Titan and myself and we look forward towards obtain-
ing his HRCH title this summer. 

If you havenõt already met Clint & Titan out training,  

please take the time to do so.  

Welcome to the Platte Valley 

Duck Blind  

500 POINTS!!!  

Clint and Wildrose Titan of Astraglen on a  

December Goose Hunt in the Ft. Collins area. 

Photo by Robinõs View Photography 

Note from Editor.      DID YOU KNOW THATé.    

 members Mike Brockman, Joe Olson, and Ed Raczka are one pass 

away from their 500 Points? 


