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Hello Dog Dudes and  
Dudettes, 
 Letôs get out training!!  
I am sure you all got my note 
looking for interested folks to 
get out training. The ñTuesday 
Nightò group made it out this 
week and I hear it was a pretty 
good session. I couldnôt make 
it out because of a last minute 
scheduled conference call with 
work. You have no doubt 
heard ñYa get out of it what ya 
put into itò.  There is nothing 
more truthful than that line 
when it comes to getting good 
results from your dog. A friend 
of mine once told me about his 
dog ñI depend on her natural 
abilityò.  He didnôt have kids, 
but if he did I would have 
asked ñDo you plan to have 
your kids go to school?ò  Why 
not depend on their natural 
abilities to learn and make it in 
the real world.  Yeah, you can 
have a pretty good ñnaturalò 
hunting dog, but every real 
good hunting dog I have seen 
had some pretty sound training 
backing up its natural abilities.  
Enough for the soap box talk.  
I sure hope you can make it 
out to Maryôs/East Pond or get 
with some of your neighbors 
and come up with a plan and 
dedicate some time teaching 
your pooch (or you learning 
from your training brothers). 
Recent Events:  
Roadrunner Regular Test on 
April 10 ï It was a nice laid 
back, fun test. Only 8 dogs 
were entered in Finished, 3 
passed including 2 dogs from 
Colorado (Ozzie and his half 
sister Anne from Pueblo). The 

Stated entries did well, I donôt 
know about Seasoned level 
success. 
Regular Training day at 
Maryôs Place:  Last Saturday, 
David Heldt set up a very nice 
Finished/Seasoned level train-
ing scenario. The in line marks 
on the left side sure chal-
lenged a few of the dogs, but 
the experience was very good 
at ñadding bricksò to their train-
ing foundation. Thanks to 
Dave for setting it up and to 
those who pitched in to make it 
happen.  Also, the Started 
Training Group went off and 
discussed Intro to Blinds and 
all the basic training that goes 
to put together that effort.  
Thanks a bunch to Rich Car-
penter who did 90% of the 
talking about a subject that he 
is passionate about (our fear-
less leader of the class, Joe 
Olson, was out chasing tur-
keys! He shot one, Congrats! ). 
Upcoming Events:  
Hunt Tests : Great Plains HRC 
Test THIS WEEKEND!  There 
are a few PV dogs headed 
there. Good Luck!! Also, 
Southern Colorado is having 
their test the weekend after 
ours. I know a few members 
are planning to go. Please try 
to support them by entering 
their test. 
Training Day / Fun Hunt ï 
May 8 th ï Maryôs Place  Plan 
to attend this Training Day / 
Fun Hunt.  This will be a simu-
lated Hunt Test, with acting 
Judges and testing at all lev-
els. We will plan to do a test on 
land and on water and will 
have real birds (likely to be 
thawed/frozen). This will be 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THIS NEWSLETTER IS THE 26th OF EACH 

MONTH.  Materials received after the deadline will not be included.  Submissions are subject to the 

editorõs decision on inclusion and may be edited.  Opinions are those of the various authors and may not 

express the official position of the PVHRC, Inc.   

Membersõ contributions and responses are encouraged 

especially helpful for those in-
experienced handlers and/or 
dogs. Please try to attend on 
time (and help out!!). 
Board/Members  Meeting ï 
Thursday, May 13th  at Gander 
Mtn. on I25 and 104th.  Mem-
bers welcome to attend! 
May Hunt Test ï May 15 and 
16 at Indian Meadows.  HELP 
NEEDED!!!!!!!    As I mentioned 
last month, Mike Schwan is 
looking for help, especially on 
Set Up Day (Friday, May 14).  
Please make every effort to 
support your club by helping 
out, whether it is on Friday, 
Saturday or Sunday.  No ex-
perience is necessary and we 
will teach you what you need to 
know. Whether you are a vet-
eran member or a newbie, 
please step out of your box and 
volunteer to help. This stuff 
doesnôt happen by itself, it is 
the responsibility of all the 
members to make this happen.  
Please do not show up, run 
your dog, collect your ribbon 
(hopefully) and leave.  Also, 
equally important is entries. We 
depend on entries to get us to 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mike & Ozzie 
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FREE MEMBERSHIP!!  

We are always looking for additional  
training grounds.   

As an incentive to  
members, if you bring contact informa-

tion concerning solid training property 
that leads to us leasing the property, 

you will receive a ñfinderôs feeò of a free 
year of PVHRC  

Membership for next year!  
Contact any of the PV  

Officers and Board with  
contact information.  

Treasury Report  - No report as Lee Ann could not attend the 
meeting. 

Membership Update  - No Updates to report. 

Spring Hunt Test Update  - Other than some judging assign-
ments that need to be changed, all is OK. 

Hats & Shirts  - Mike S. will let Mike B. kkow what we have.  
Mike B will try to get some camo t-shirts on order (L & XL). 

PV Picnic  - Moved date to July 24th because Panhandle 
moved their test date to July 10 & 11. 

Training Grounds - Platte Valley Outdoors  - Mike B called 
and we have been invited  to an Open House on April 24th.  
We are also working on identifying a date for the Work/
Training Day there. 

Training Grounds  - Sounds less promising than originally 
expected. 

Fall Hunt Test - Tom Waskosky will judge Started and Mike 
S. will be Hunt Marshal.  All else going OK. 

April Meeting Minutes 
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Meeting Minutes & Happenings 

Attendees: Mike Brockman 
Harry Christiansen 
Kevin Bernhardt 

Mike Schwan 
Tom Waskosky 

HELP!!!HELP!!!HELP!!!   
 
 
 
 
 
 

We need an Apprentice Bird Steward 

to help Curt Lacey.  

No experience necessary.  You will 

get on -the-job training.  

Whether you are a veteran or a new 

member, please volunteer to help.  

Contact Mike Brockman  

msbrockman@msn.com  

WE NEED HELP MAKING 
LUNCHES AT THE  

MAY HUNT TEST!  

It will save the club money if we can 
make lunches ourselves for the judges, 

birdboys, and volunteers for Saturday 

and Sunday Hunt Tests.  

I need 2 individuals.     PLEEEEZE!!  

Guys!  You can slap two pieces of bread 

together as well as the gals can.  

If you can help out,  
contact Barbara Newsome  hrcPR@msn.com  

hrcPR@msn.com  

at least break even if not make a few dollars profit. The profit is what 
helps us afford equipment and training grounds leases. There are a 
lot of openings in all 3 levels. For you folks running Finished, keep in 
mind we will have only one flight in Finished and it will likely fill up. 
So donôt count on showing up Saturday morning expecting to have 
an opening to enter your Finished level dog! 
Training Property:    Please do some ñout of the boxò thinking as we 
could really use your help! We continue to look for viable training 
property. As an incentive to our members, if you bring contact infor-
mation concerning solid training property that leads to us leasing the 
property, we will give a ñfinderôs feeò of a free year of PVHRC Mem-
bership for the next year.  We are very serious about finding decent 
training property with nice water here on the Front Range. Please try 
to help! 
Thanks!   

Mike and Ozzie 

Presidentôs Letter (Continued from page 1) 

PLEEAZEPLEEAZEPLEEAZE   
Email Mike Schwan or any 

Club Officer/Board Member 

and offer to help with the May 

Hunt Test.  

No previous experience required.  

THANKS!  



URGENT! ! !  

PAY IT FORWARD 

We need Stake Marshals 

What is required to be a Stake Marshal? 

You will be provided with a list of names.  From this 

list you will  remind handlers they are next to the 

holding blind. 

Common Questions: 

Can I still run my dog or take a break?   

Yes!  You just hand the clipboard off to your coMar-

shal or another handler while you air and run your 

dog(s) or whatever else you need to do. 

What if I donõt know that many people? 

Not a problem.  You just holler a name and someone 

will respond or someone who knows that someone 

will respond.  In fact, this is a great way to get to 

know others in the region. 

What if I canõt find the next person in line? 

Just move another handler into that slot until the 

missing handler returns. 

Object: 

To make sure there is always a handler & dog in the 

holding blind. 

Again, not only will you be helping your club, 

but this is a perfect opportunity to meet  

others and chat.  

Contact Barbara Newsome hrcPR@msn.com 

Next Meeting May 13 
NEW MEETING LOCATION!  

7:00 pmñGander Mountain 
9923 Grant Street 

[at the intersection of I-25 & 104th Ave in the  

Thornton Town Center] 
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Happenings 

DIRECTIONS  TO MARYõS PLACE 

(GPS Coordinates  40° 5'56.47"N,  104°42'56.59"W)              map 
Directions from Longmont (North):  

East on Hwy 66 to US 85; South on US 85 to CR18 

East on CR18 to CR37; South on 37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the farmhouse and just before the gas tanks on the east side. 

Directions from South Longmont:  

East on Hwy 52, over I25 and thru Ft. Lupton  

Drive about 5 miles past Ft Lupton and turn left (north) on CR37. 

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the farmhouse on the east side. 

Directions from Denver:  

North on I-25 to I-76; East on I-76 to US 85;  North on US 85 to Ft. Lupton [Hwy 

52]; East on Hwy 52 thru Ft. Lupton & about 5 miles past Ft Lupton and turn left 

(north) on CR37.   

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the farmhouse on the east side. 

[or instead of turning North on US 85,  you can stay on I-76 to Hwy 52 & turn 

West on CR37]; Then North on CR37 approx 1.3 mi. 

Drive East on dirt path to where you see trucks  

(about .1 miles) 

Donôt forget  

Training Day/Fun 

Hunt at Maryôs Place 

May 8th!!  

http://www.pvhrc.com/Pdf%20files/MapTo%20Marys%20Place.pdf


Rich Carpenter & Roux       

Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning  

Part 18 by Rich Carpenter 

 Value of quick reviews.  
Some of you have probably been 
training hard since the last day of 
goose season.  Others are just get-
ting going again with formal training 
and test preparation. 

 A couple things got me 
thinking about that transition and 
that there is frequently a need for 
some short reviews of some 
trained responses.  One of these 
was observing what Din was doing 
on some blind work we've been 
working on.  The other was an 
email from a fellow new to HRC 
that I met last year at an out of 
state hunt.  He doesn't live where 
there are any clubs or other train-
ers and he's shooting for Finished 
with a fine little well-bred female, 
who is quite young for where he 
has her, and he's never before 
done any advanced training. 

 He had gone to do a little 
review of the Swim-By, but it 
sounded like he started out about 
where he left of with completion of 
the teaching drill last summer.  
When the dog came to him rather 
than swimming out the other end 
with the dummy, and didn't want to 
go back into the water, he was con-
cerned that he was getting a cast 
refusal and wondered how should 
he deal with it.  Well, it wouldn't be 
the first time that I didn't under-
stand and gave useless advice that 
wasn't applicable, but I gave a shot 
at a reply.  It sounded to me like 
more likely than a worry about a 
cast refusal and what kind of pres-
sure to apply was that she had just 
forgotten a lot of details of formal 
training over the hunting season.  
Sometimes that's hard for us hu-
man beans to understand when it's 
all still real clear in our mind.  Truth 
is the outcome and expectation is 

clear in our mind.  Chances are if 
we were give a quiz to, for exam-
ple, describe in detail each step in 
sequence of teaching the swim-by, 
we might find we'd forgotten some 
details, just like our young charge.  
But chances are if we started read-
ing the procedure we followed or 
started watching the video we fol-
lowed, we then would have our 
memory refreshed and could fill in 
the steps pretty well.  So it is with 
starting with a beginning step in 
review with the young dog, then 
they start putting the known pieces 
back together more quickly.  As my 
schoolteacher wife tells me, we 
have to access prior knowledge to 
progress.   As usual, she's right.  
Just think how much faster my 
dogs would have progressed if 
she'd been in charge of the training 
plan.  I think I just heard an 
"Amen!" from both Roux and Din.  

 I do think sometimes ac-
cessing that prior knowledge can 
be accomplished with just a little 
trigger that somehow gets those 
chunks of brain storage dusted off. 

 As I began this I mentioned 
the email inquiry of the trainer of 
the fine young dog and something 
that had come up with Din.  Din's 
situation perhaps underscored just 
how simple something might be 
that has gotten used little, and 
while thoroughly learned yet may 
be temporarily out of grasp and 
unavailable in the skill set. 

 Recently I've been working 
Din on some blinds with some 
more difficult concepts in taught 
blinds and blinds in Tune-Up drills, 
where we are achieving more per-
fect straight lines in the face of fac-
tors, obstacles and invitations to 
cheat.  Rex Carr's Tune-Up drills 
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do this with little or no collar pres-
sure and through successive ap-
proximation to the straight line, 
running the blind only once each 
day, but each day for a week (or 
as nearly as possible).  I do much 
of my blind running with variations 
of angle backs, either left or right, 
and not too much in the way of 
"Overs."   But for "Overs" I teach 
both verbal & hand signals, hand 
signals only and verbal only and 
use Gee and Haw for commands 
for right over and left over.  Work-
ing to get the exact line in some 
really tight situations at distances 
over 100 yards, some very short 
"Over" repositioning casts were 
needed.  Not only are those short 
ones hard for a hard rolling dog to 
deal with, but the concepts were 
pretty tough, with the target in 
mind, yet a need for very fine dis-
crimination, pushing the under-
standing envelope of a young dog.  
I wasn't getting the casts I wanted 
and sometimes no response to a 
verbal only that I knew was heard.  
Well, trying to practice what I 

(Continued on page 5) 

òRex Carr's Tune-Up drills do this with little 
or no collar pressure and through successive 
approximation to the straight line, running 
the blind only once each dayé. ó 

Pups:  Thinking Finished From The Very BeginningñPart 18 



"back" nick "back" to end that non-
sense.  But, in my view, generally 
pressure applied in a confused 
state is an invitation for disaster, 
whether serious or minor.  So, I did 
nothing and showed no emotion, 
just raised my and for him to con-
tinue on the proper path.  By blinds 
# 3 and 4, he'd quit thinking and 
was just rolling again.  Not sure 
that would have been the case had 
I applied collar pressure.  Other 
instance call for it, but seems worth 
taking a minute to analyze each 
instance, particularly with a young 
dog who is having a bunch of new 
information pushed at him pretty 
rapidly.  Will he ever run truly fine 
Finished blinds?  Time will tell and 
the proof will be in the pudding, but 
he's showing some good signs and 
most of all he's loving to run blinds 
and go like the wind and able to 
take needed corrections without a 
grudge and be recalled without it 
slowing him.  But for your first time, 
don't think all this will be crystal 
clear to you.  It won't be.  Some-
body with more experience than 
me once said "You can apply pres-
sure but you can't take it away."  
There is a lot of truth to that and 
when it comes to blinds and confi-
dence missing a chance to correct 
may be a good thing.  You don't 
want the dog taking advantage of 
you, but if obedience is held to a 
high standard and deviations met 
with appropriate level of correction, 
that circumstance is not apt to de-
velop.  

 For many, all this only ap-
plies to young dogs getting started.  
And that may be fine for them. Or 
they've found that enough force will 
get action for them.  Each to his 
own way.  I've just found that stop-
ping and scratching my head and 
doing a quick review of skills not 
recently used is often very produc-
tive time in getting maximum pro-
gress training with minimal detours.  
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But then I'm getting old and lazy and 
like to avoid drama and keep a 
steady pace forward.   

 Right up to last year when I 
retired Roux at 12 years old with 
2500 HRC points, I'd do quick re-
view of 3 handed casting, TT and 
swim-by each spring as we came off 
hunting and began training.  Was it 
essential with his level of experience 
and age?  Probably not, but it sure 
jumpstarted our training season and 
got us quickly on the same page 
and ready to get serious again 
about training.  Most of all, it mini-
mized frustration for both of us.  Or 
maybe I just believed too much in 
that old tortoise and the hare race 
story. However you do it and how-
ever you train to get that young dog 
ready to successfully run Finished, I 
hope you enjoy good training and 
good results. 

 Meanwhile, Din and I are 
getting ready to run our first Sea-
soned test of this HRC test season 
and try to read the tea leaves and 
chicken innards to determine when 
to stick our toes into the shark-
infested waters of a licensed Fin-
ished test.  Depending on training 
results I may chicken out or decide 
he's still not quite ready, but am 
thinking Cheyenne, the home of 
Frontier Days, might be a fine venue 
for our first Finished Rodeo and see 
if we've become a team that has a 
serious shot at a ribbon.y 

 
 

 

 

 

 

I told himé..  one more whistle and I 
was going to throw up! 
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preach, I went back to the 3-
handed casting location used when 
he was a pup.  We'd started Gees 
and Haws when he was about 10 
weeks on the table, so not new 
stuff.  But it became clear rather 
quickly that with hunting season 
and big combo hand/voice overs 
and angle backs being the norm, a 
verbal only Gee or Haw command 
had suddenly lost any meaning.  A 
quick review of combination casts, 
followed by hand only then voice 
only and suddenly it was all back.  
I'm sure next time out on the tune-
up we'll see a difference. 

 Another area I'd encourage 
inexperience trainers to be cau-
tious of is either drawing unwar-
ranted conclusions or inappropri-
ately applying pressure when they 
see some things in blind running 
that surprise them.  Like what?  
Well, like a hard roller giving a little 
pop in a strange circumstance, es-
pecially with factors similar to some 
recent drills.  Popping is almost 
always confusion.  Clearly we 
never want a popping problem, but 
we also need to not label every pop 
as a problem or even a potential 
problem.  We'd been shooting 
some very tight slots in water 
blinds, like 10 foot hole at over 100 
yards, with partial recalls for 
cheats.  Yesterday we moved into 
a new area with a combo of varied 
cover with a lot of real thin strips 
left in mowed tall CRP grass.  So 
we started running a series of 4 
cold blinds, all incorporating some 
combination of  angle crossing of 
some strips, going through small 
chunks of isolated strips or shoot-
ing the gap in a strip.  On the first 
couple Din slowed and stopped 
(popped, if you will).  As he looked 
back you could just see the little 
brain gears turning and he seemed 
to be wondering was I right to go 
into that or go around that.  It's 
easy to hop on the e-collar and 



Note to New Members  
 
If I sent you an email inviting you to write a little something about yourself and you 
havenôt had a chance yet, it isnôt a one time invite.  Please send me a little something 
about yourself and if you have a picture would be great!  Or, if I somehow missed 
sending you an invite, please send me a write -up as I didnôt mean to miss you. 
 
Another thingé.  if you sometimes feel as though you are on the outside looking 
inéé..   Pleeeeazeéé..   volunteer to help out at the hunt test or a training day .   
Besides working in a regular training group , thatôs how the majority of us have bonded 
with each other.  Call any club officer or board member.  We will make sure you have 
guidance and you wonôt be lost wondering what to do next. 
 
To the new members who have already volunteeredéé.   THANKS!!  
 
Rememberé..  get that article in !  

Page 6  P LAT T E  V ALLE Y  H UNT ING  R E T R IE VE R  C LUB  N E WSLE T T E R  

Welcome to the Platte Valley Duckblind  

Robert Hopkins 

Robert writesé 
 
Hello to All, 

I am new member Robert Hopkins. I grew up hunting in Midland, MI. 
Youngest of four brothers so I was our bird dog (pushing the briar 
patches) if I wanted to go. We hunted Partridge, Woodcock, and Rabbits. 
I never got into the big game. After I moved out here in 82 sold most of 
the guns off and got busy raising a family. My wife, Donna, and I have 
been in Castle Rock since 1986. We have a married daughter in Seattle 
and 2 boys in College I describe my new found passion of bird hunting as 
my mid life crisis to the wife. Got a shotgun (or two), went to hunterôs 
safety again and started bird hunting about 3 years ago. I hunt upland 
birds, ducks, and wild turkey. Picked up a Chocolate lab about 2 years 
ago and started training her myself .Figured I would hook up with you all 
and see what Iôve been doing wrong and take her to the next level. Her 
name is Abbey. Short for Abbey Roads. We also have a Tibetan spaniel, 
Maxwell Edison. Yes, I am a Beatleôs fan. Looking forward to meeting you 
all. 

Welcome to the Platte Valley 

Duck Blind  

If you havenôt already met Robert, please take the time to 

introduce yourself when you are out training!  


