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Hello All - Thanks to those of 

you who came to the Annual 

Meeting a couple weeks ago.  

We had a pretty good turnout 

(not as good as hoped) and got 

quite a bit done.  We elected 

the Officers and Board Mem-

bers, we filled in the blanks of 

our yearly calendar, we voted 

on both of the Running Rules 

change proposals (denied both 

of them), and we presented 

Mark Powell with his òJudges 

Jacketó. Too bad there is only 

one version of this jacket since 

the black lab embroidered on 

the back doesnõt look much like 

Markõs Golden Retrievers!!!  

We also acknowledged those 

other judges who have earned 

the jacket like Willie Ratliff (or 

are very close like Joe Olson) 

but havenõt received one yet. 

     As for the elections, a huge 

amount of thanks go to those 

who have previously served.  

Barbara Newsome will con-

tinue to be the Newsletter Edi-

tor but will not be the Secretary 

since she may be out of town 

too much to effectively cover 

the duties of that position.  

Thanks also to Dennis Long 

and Nora Barth who were on 

the Board last year.  Thanks 

also go to those who are new to 

serving on the Board.  Kevin 

Bernhardt who has been a 

member in the past agreed to 

serve as a Board Member again.  

Jimmy Cusack who just joined 

the club also agreed to be on 

the Board.  THANKS to you 

both and WELCOME to 

PVHRC! Thanks also to those 

who have been serving and will 

continue to serve.  We have a 

nice mix of new and experi-

enced blood managing the 

business affairs of Platte Valley 

HRC. 

     New Members:  Thanks to 

the several folks who showed 

up to the Annual Meeting and 

decide to join!  Those new 

members are: Michael Burn, 

Jimmy Cusack, Nick Fox, An-

drew Jenke, Jesse and Denise 

Mayes.  Please give these folks 

a hearty Welcome at our next 

event. 

     As for the calendar, please 

go out to the PV website and 

click on the Calendar bumper 

and print out a copy.   I hope 

to see you at upcoming events. 

Please take an active roll in 

supporting the training of your 

pooch and the club events 

planned to help you with that 

effort. 

     I hope you got out to 

whack some birds and let your 

dog get his chance at retrieving 

your quarry!  I can honestly say 

I have not had much opportu-

nity to drop the hammer on 

many birds this year.  Hope-

fully a few more geese drop to 

my trusty BPS over the next 3 

weekends. 

Upcoming Events:   

Board Meeting ð Thursday, 

Feb 25th Members are wel-

come to attend!  Saturday, 

Feb 27 ð Judges and Han-
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dlerõs Seminar. Note this is a 

Handlerõs Seminar also. This is a 

good opportunity to learn from 

some of the Regionõs finest 

judges on how to effectively set 

up a Hunt Test. Learn the logic 

behind some of the scenarios; 

Upland Tests and Training 

Day: Elkhorn Valley HRC Up-

land test (Feb 27/28); 

 PVHRC Upland Training Day 

(March 6th at Maryõs Place); 

Central Rockies HRC Upland 

test (Mar 13/14 
     Training Property: We con-

tinue to look for viable training 

property. As an incentive to our 

members, if you bring contact in-

formation concerning solid training 

property that leads to us leasing the 

property, we will give a òfinderõs 

feeó of a free year of PVHRC 

Membership for the next year.  

We are very serious about find-

ing decent training property, 

with nice water, here on the 

Front Range. Please try to help! 

Sorry to be so long winded, but 

there is plenty to talk about. 

Now letõs go shoot something! 

Mike & Ozzie 

UUUPCOMINGPCOMINGPCOMING   EEEVENTSVENTSVENTS 

Feb 25 Board Meeting  

Feb 27 CO Judges/Handlers 
Seminar -Instructor -John 
Klomp  

Feb 27&28  EVHRC Upland Hunt  

Mar 6 Upland Training Day  

Mar13&14  CRHRC Upland Hunt  

Mar 20 NE Judges/Handlers 
Seminar -Instructor -Pat 
Johnson  

Mar 28 Training Day  

Apr 10&11  SVHRC Reg. Hunt  

Apr 17&18  PRHRC Reg. Hunt  

Apr 16 -21 Spring Grand  

Apr 24 Training Day  

May 1 & 2  GPHRC Reg Hunt  
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Meeting called to order by President Mike Brockman.   
Treasurer ReportñClub is very healthy financially. 

First order of business was club elections.  Officers remain the 
same [Pres-Mike Brockman; VPð Mike Schwan; Treasurer-Lee 
Ann Heldt] except the Secretary is now Joe Olson.  Joe Olson 
also remains Membership Chairman; Dave Palmstein is Out-
reach Program Chair; Barbara Newsome is Newsletter Editor; 
and Lee Ann Heldt is WebMaster.  Remaining on the Board is 
Dave Heldt, Tom Waskosky, Rich Jenke, and Harry 
Christiansen.  New Board members is Kevin Bernhardt 
[returning member] and Jimmy Cusack [new member]. 

Went through the new proposed running rules changes.  Pro-
posal #1 was voted against.  Proposal #2 was voted against.  So 
that will be Platte Valleyõs vote at the next Annual BOD meet-
ing in Memphis this coming June. 

Mike Brockman presented Mark 
Powell with his judges jacket.  You 
have to have judged at least 33 hunt 
tests to attain one of these.  Thatõs 
giving a LOT of personal time. 
Thanks, Mark! 
 
 
 
 
 

May Hunt Test will be chaired by 
Mike Schwan.  Nora Barth will be 
Hunt Secretary. 

Training days were decided upon.  
March 6 [Sat]-Upland Training co-
ordinated by Joe Olson; March 28 
[Sun]-Training Day coordinated by Bill Quinn; April 24 [Sat]- 
Training Day coordinated by David Heldt; May 8 [Sat]- Train-
ing Day coordinated by Dennis Long; June 12 [Sat]-Training 
Day coordinated by Rich Jenke & Harry Christiansen; July 11 
[Sun] Picnic; 7/31 [Sat] Training Day coordinated by Mike 
Brockman & Rich Jenke; Aug 29 [Sun]-Training Day coordina-
tor TBD.               Meeting adjourned. 

January Meeting Minutes 
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Events 

 Hey Bro! 

You really need to attend the 

Judges/Handlers Seminar so 

you can understand how you 

and your dog are being 

judged.  

Next Meeting Feb 25th 
7:00 pmñCollege Library 

3705 W. 112th Ave.,Westminster, CO  80031 

Iõm Not Ever Planning to Judge a Hunt 

Test so Why Would I Want to Attend a 

Judges/Handlers Seminar? 

Have you ever walked away scratching your head why 

you failed that test.  Sure your dog blew you off on the 

blind when you tried to handle him.  But after an 

short extended hunt he did find the bird. 

Come to the Seminar and you will not only find the 

answer to this question, but also to many, many  

others! 

The Ranch [Larimer County Fairgrounds]           

Loveland, Co  DIRECTIONS:  

http://www.larimer.org/TheRanch/about_location.cfm  

Attendees:   

Mike Brockman 
Denise Mayes 
Myles Edwards 
Joe Olson 
Dave Palmstein 
David Heldt 
Lee Ann Heldt 

Nick Fox 
Jimmy Cusack 
Hars Haugen 
Kevin Bernhardt 
Marybell Bernhardt 
Dennis Long 

Barbara Newsome 
Joe Ed Newsome 
Harry Christiansen 
Tom Waskosky 
Rich Jenke 
Mike Schwan 



Rich Carpenter & Roux       

Pups: Thinking Finished From The Very Beginning  

Part 15 by Rich Carpenter 

Transitioning back to training from 
hunting.   

Whether your young dog that you have 
great Finished hopes for is just at the 
stage of doing some nice marking on 
singles or is just running blinds and mul-
tiple marks, moving back to training 
from hunting takes some thought. 

 Actually it takes some thought 
if the dog has been running Finished 
successfully for years, but it doesn't take 
near as much time for them to shift 
gears. 

 The specifics of the hunting 
you do, as well as how you do that hunt-
ing, will play a part in successfully transi-
tioning reasonably smoothly back to 
training. 

 Mostly we need to compare and 
contrast what the dog has been doing 
since hunting season opened with what 
the dog was doing before hunting sea-
son started.  This is less an issue if you 
continue to train during hunting season, 
but I don't think very many of us ad-
dicted HRC hunters find the time to do 
a lot of training during season. 

While in training we tend to run 
the dog on a variety of mark distances, 
on average hunting marks just tend to 
be a whole lot shorter than training 
marks.  Depending on the kind of hunt-
ing most marks in hunting may be sin-
gles with very few doubles or singles. 

In training if the young dog is 
running blinds, hopefully they are all 
long.  If the young dog ran blinds hunt-
ing, chances are most of them were 
short.  Almost assuredly most of them 
were not at the base of a fluorescent 
stake and chances are with many of the 
blinds the hunter/handler didn't know 
exactly where the bird was.  Perhaps 
also unknown was if the bird was in fact 
dead or might have moved.  Running 
short blinds is something not good to 
happen early in most training programs, 

so the dog is going to need moved back 
to a diet of long blinds.  Chances are the 
dog was allowed to slip whistles, hunt 
on casts, maybe track, etc.  All of these 
things will need addressed to get back to 
good solid blind running. 

For most hunters a dog will 
experience far more birds shot that the 
dog didn't see fall than multiple marks it 
did see fall. 

In addition to what kind of 
hunting you do, many hunters let disci-
pline and normal steady expectation go 
during hunting.  Hopefully you didn't 
with your young dog or you'll be in for 
some real remedial catch-up work on 
steady and line manners.  If you are 
guilty, put in the effort to get it stopped, 
but be fair to the dog.  You let it hap-
pen, don't hold the dog responsible for 
sins you either encouraged or failed to 
prevent.  You may need to go back to 
having a cord on the dog for marks to 
ensure that it gets back to reliable 
steady.  Every chance the dog gets to 
get away with breaking makes your 
problem solving just that much harder. 

Related to this is the effect of 
upland hunting on a young dog. If the 
dog has been used for upland hunting 
and was not already steady and kept 
steady, short marks are going to be the 
least of your worries.  Regaining control 
and steadiness are apt to be the real 
transition issues.  But, life's full of 
choices and if you choose to hunt up-
land and not have a steady dog or not 
yet have a steady dog, that's a choice 
you've made and paying the price for it 
should be expected.  Have fun.  If this 
has happened, it's a little late to remem-
ber the advice of establishing a standard 
first and then allow exceptions to those 
standards.  If you hope to successfully 
run HRC Upland tests or later have a 
steady dog hunting upland, realize 
you've just made your challenge about 
50 times more difficult.  Your best bet it 
to get back into a conditioning program 
to get the dog to where when the bird 
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goes up, its butt automatically goes 
down. 

Not many bumpers move 
from where they land in training, unless 
in the current or a lot of wind. But a 
young dog out hunting will almost cer-
tainly have some cripples to find, trail 
or run down.   This is a great and use-
ful skill for a young hunting dog to 
acquire.  Often after a full hunting sea-
son trainers will find their young dog 
has more perseverance than they did 
before hunting season.  This is all 
good.  At the same time, some young 
dogs may quickly start opening a hunt 
area when that is not really necessary, 
or even think about switching to an-
other mark.  That's something to be 
aware of in training and you being at-
tentive to the exact location of the 
mark and encouraging the dog to hunt 
right there can help the dog work 
through this quickly. 

So, we need to put our think-
ing caps on and figure out what's the 
best prescription for our particular dog 
to get back into its training program. 

Often it's a temptation to set 
up a test scenario with marks (and 

(Continued on page 4) 

òThe specifics of the hunting you do, as well as 
how you do that hunting, will play a part in suc-
cessfully transitioning reasonably smoothly back 

to training.ó 

Pups:  Thinking Finished From The Very BeginningñPart 15 



thinking of how you'll start training and 
where you'll put your marks and blinds 
as possible.  Don't just go out and ran-
domly chunk some birds and hope for 
the best.  With a little luck and having 
done solid training before hunting sea-
son, you'll soon be back on track to 
where you were and working on advanc-
ing from there.  Won't be long now and 
we won't have much excuse for not 
training unless we are snow goose hunt-
ers. 

I can still remember coming 
back from South Dakota after Roux's 
first snow goose hunting experience.  
Before that a white bucket or whatever 
in the field mean absolutely nothing, as 
we didnõt ever train blinds with any ob-
jects.  So, they provided no suction 
whatsoever.  Not so after snow goose 
season.  One well-placed grocery bag 
clipped to a weed off to the side of a 
line to the blind provided good suction; 
it provided more than excellent suction 
if there was a little wind.  But, it didn't 
take long to get back to running the ini-
tial line and ignoring the suction.  Per-
haps it can help you think about things 
your dog tended to do during hunting 
or things or events that may trigger 
some responses that you need to work 
on so they don't surprise you in a test 
setup or and actual test. 

It's not too early to be thinking 
about getting a regular training schedule 
set for yourself and maybe putting to-
gether a regular training group with peo-
ple near you, both for weekend training 
and evening training once daylight sav-
ings gets here.  Once daylight savings 
time is here usually the club targets a 
weeknight to increase the likelihood of 
members finding others out training.  
But it's hard to beat a small, regular 
training group of like-minded trainers.  
Good training.  y 
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Pups:  Thinking Finished From The Very BeginningñPart 15 

FREE MEMBERSHIP!!  

We are always looking for  
additional training grounds.   

As an incentive to members, 
if you bring contact  

information concerning solid 

training property that leads 
to us leasing the property, 

you will receive a ñfinderôs 
feeò of a free year of PVHRC 
Membership for next year!  

Contact any of the PV  
Officers and Board with  

contact information.  
  

blinds if dog is at that stage) that was at 
the level the dog was doing as training 
quit and hunting began.  This is a temp-
tation best fought as we mostly frustrate 
our young charges and ourselves. 

Better to start slowly with some 
straightforward singles and then begin 
stretching the dog out and mixing dis-
tances.  Likewise early doubles or triples 
should not be complex, probably pretty 
short to start and not too tight.  We 
want the dog to both get back to think-
ing other than typical hunting fall dis-
tances and to get a start with good con-
fidence. 

On blinds, probably for most 
dogs a couple things are in order.  One 
is just getting the dog back crisp on han-
dling.  The other is getting the dog back 
to confidently lining for the horizon 
rather than likely looking cover up close. 

Probably lots of ways to get the 
initial line and casting and sharp whistle 
sits back to where they left off.  I like to 
review 8 spoked wagon wheel lining and 
casting drills.  I'll also re-set my double 
T and very quickly re-establish the pile 
locations and run a brief review.  As 
soon as I have something besides ice 
water and a decent location, I'll review 
the swim-by. Walking baseball can be 
useful. I'll probably do some walk 
around blinds, tune-ups and Chinese 
drills, along with beginning again to run 
long blinds.  I'll start out with little in 
the way of cover and factors and just try 
to really get the dog rolling confidently, 
probably accepting a bit of a poor initial 
line or cast response if I have great mo-
mentum going.  Sharpening up the ini-
tial line and casts can come easier when 
the dog is firing out for the horizon.  
How much this takes and how long it 
takes is much dependent on the dog, 
amount and type of hunting, how sol-
idly the basics were done before hunt-
ing, etc.  I'll have to feel my way along 
with Din as this is his first time to come 
off of hunting and he doesn't have near 
the training background of Roux or his 
multiple experiences moving back and 
forth from hunting to training. 

Most of all spend as much time 

DIRECTIONS  TO MARYõS PLACE 
(GPS Coordinates  40° 5'56.47"N,  104°42'56.59"W)              

map 
Directions from Longmont (North):  

East on Hwy 66 to US 85; South on US 85 to CR18 

East on CR18 to CR37; South on 37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the farmhouse and just before the 

gas tanks on the east side. 

Directions from South Longmont:  

East on Hwy 52, over I25 and thru Ft. Lupton  

Drive about 5 miles past Ft Lupton and turn left 

(north) on CR37. 

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the 

farmhouse on the east side. 

Directions from Denver:  

North on I-25 to I-76; East on I-76 to US 85;  North 

on US 85 to Ft. Lupton [Hwy 52]; East on Hwy 52 

thru Ft. Lupton & about 5 miles past Ft Lupton and 

turn left (north) on CR37.   

North on CR37 approx. .1.3 mi.  

Turn east just after the gas tanks and just before the 

farmhouse on the east side. 

[or instead of turning North on US 85,  you can stay 

on I-76 to Hwy 52 & turn West on CR37]; Then 

North on CR37 approx 1.3 mi. 

Drive East on dirt path to where you see trucks  

(about .1 miles) 

http://www.pvhrc.com/Pdf%20files/MapTo%20Marys%20Place.pdf
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Nick Fox  

I found out about HRC through the breeder I'm getting my new pup from.  
He talked to me about it over the phone and sparked my interest.  So I got 
online and searched to see if there were any clubs in the area and came across 
PVHRC.  The website was great and very informative, went to the annual 
meeting, met some great people, and decided to join.  I'm married to my 
lovely wife Julie and as of now we have no children.  We are both from Ne-
braska (don't hold it against us) and make it back there quite often during 
hunting season.  I've hunted off and on my whole life, but really started get-
ting into waterfowl hunting the last 6 years.  I may be the only member of 
PVHRC without a dog.  Yep thatõs right no dog.  But I'm on a waiting list to 
get a Boykin Spaniel, which I'm expecting to get in early April and will be the 
first gun dog I'm attempting to train.  Wish me luck.  I know I'm going to need it.  Looking forward to meeting new faces 
and plenty of good times.  

Kevin & Marybelle Bernhardt 
We were members of the club about seven years ago and since then we have had two children.  Alexandria is now 7 and 
some of you may remember her because as far as I know she is the youngest person to attend a hunt test at 5 days old.  We 
also have little Abigail who is now 5. Our oldest, Cameron, is in college, and Kourtney will be graduating from high school 
this year.  Unfortunately, in 2005 Marybell was diagnosed with Cancer so we had to take a break from the club for treatment. 
I am happy to say that after chemotherapy, stem cell transplant, and radiation, we are quickly approaching the 5 year remis-
sion mark.  2009 was somewhat a sad yet happy year because in June our first hunting buddy Keilo passed away.  But then in 
September our Ginger had a beautiful litter of lab pups. Unfortunately Ginger passed away when the pups were about 10 
weeks old.  We have been blessed with the puppy's and are looking forward to training them to be great hunters.  We cur-
rently have 5 dogs: Porter-9yr old lab, Grizzly-4 month old black lab, Kodiak-4 month old yellow lab, Princess Sheba-4 
month old black lab, & Lilly-1year old Chorkie.  We have our hands full with our 3 new pups and are looking forward to get-
ting back to working with PVHRC and, of course, getting in some good hunting days. 
 
Denise Mayes 
We recently moved to Colorado from Atlanta, Georgia. We were introduced to HRC 
by our breeder when we got our yellow lab, Charlie.  Charlie is now 2 years old. Al-
though we had never been hunting before we immediately were hooked on participat-
ing in hunt test activities.  We had no intention of participating in Charlie's first hunt 
test.  We had actually gone to watch and get an idea of what kind of training we needed 
to start. Our breeder talked us into entering Charlie and he got his first started pass 
that weekend (once he figured out it was OK to pick up the duck). Our move coin-
cided with the final tests of the season so we did not get to finish Charlie's started title. 
We are hoping to do that this spring as members of Platte Valley. We found Platte Val-
ley HRC thru the HRC website. Mike was kind enough to tell us about your January 
meeting so we could find out a bit more about the club. We are so happy to have 
found a group of people here to share our new interest with. We look forward to get-
ting involved and learning more about the sport. 
 
Hope that gives you an idea about our little family. We look forward to getting to know 
you and the other club members.  I have attached a photo if you want to use it in the 
newsletter (not very hunt like but hope it will do). 
 

Welcome to the Platte Valley Duck Blind 

Welcome to the Platte Valley Duck Blind   

Please take the time to introduce yourself to these new 

members when you see them.  


